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A MEDITATION ON TRINITY V


Coming to accept God’s 
utterly impractical ideas 
There’s no getting away from it: a lot of God’s ideas seem 
really off the wall. How about these instructions from the 
Sermon on the Mount: “Do not resist one who is evil. But 
if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the 
other  also;  and if  anyone would sue  you and take your 
coat, let him have your cloak as well . . . You have heard 
that  it  was  said,  You shall  love your  neighbor  and hate 
your enemy. But I say to you, Love your enemies, and pray 
for those who persecute you and are spiteful to you.” 
    All this sounds nice enough. But how practical are they? 
In real life, behaving that way is likely to get you beaten 
up, if not killed outright. They simply fall into the realm of 
beautiful,  but  utterly  impractical  thoughts.  All  human 
experience  tells  us  that  behaving  this  way  would  lead 
ultimately to penury, misery and sudden death. 
    Even some of Jesus more modest ideas seem, if  not 
completely nutty, at least quite impractical. Certainly that’s 
what St. Peter thought according to the Gospel for the 5th 
Sunday After Trinity.  St.  Luke tells  us that Peter,  James 
and John had returned from a highly unsuccessful night of 
fishing when they met Jesus while he was preaching on the 
sea shore. The press of people was so great Jesus was in 
danger of being pushed into the water,  so he clambered 
into Peter’s boat and continued preaching from there.  
    When he finished speaking, he told Peter to push out 
into deeper water and let down his nets. Peter, dog tired, 
told him they had been fishing all night and hadn’t caught 
a thing, but to humor Jesus – because he was such a nice 
man – he told his men to push off and let down their nets. 
   The result: he caught a huge shoal of fish – so big, in 
fact,  that  he  had  to  call  for  help  from James  and  John 
because the catch threatened to swamp all three boats. It 
was  such  a  spectacular  event  Peter  was  prompted  to 
quaver: “Depart from me, for I a sinful man, O Lord.” 
      The conclusion one might reasonably draw from all 
this is when God makes you a promise – no matter how 
unbelievable it might sound . . . whether it’s a baby long 
after  you  started  collecting  Social  Security  .  .  .  or  the 
biggest catch of fish you ever saw – you can bet your life 
God’s going to keep that promise. 
     But while it might seem a reasonable assumption that 
when God gives you his word on something, he’s going to 
keep it, this doesn’t seem to be the assumption of many of 
the  folks  who have had face to  face conversations  with 
him. Abraham and Sarah weren’t much more trusting after 
God had fulfilled his promise to give them a son than they 
were before he’d done so. And St. Peter steadfastly refused 
to take Jesus literally right up to the first Pentecost. 
   Peter’s reactions to Jesus are particularly strange when 
you consider the long relationship he enjoyed with Jesus 
Even though the episode took place at the very beginning 
of our Lord’s earthly ministry, it’s hard to understand why 
Peter  didn’t  obey him instantly  when Jesus  told  him to 
push off into deeper water and let down his nets.
   He had not only been preaching in Capernaum, he had 
been  performing  miracles  there  –  casting  out  unclean 
spirits  and  healing  the  sick.  While  its  true  most  people 

seem to think that miracles happen to other people, Peter 
had  personal  experience  of  Jesus’  miraculous  powers. 
Jesus had been to his house and cured his mother-in-law of 
a dangerously high fever. If he knew how to heal the sick, 
finding a shoal of fish by extrasensory perception should 
surely be a piece of cake.
   Yet for some reason or other Peter failed to make the 
logical connection. There seems to have been a disconnect 
in his mind between Jesus the preacher, teacher and worker 
of miracles and the Jesus the disciples met face to face. 
And the reason for this, I think, is that so many of things 
he said seemed so off the wall.
    Read the Gospels and you’ll see what I mean: Here’s the 
Messiah who is supposed to be raising and army to kick 
the Romans out of the Holy Land and what does he tell 
potential recruits? “Sell all that you have. Give the money 
to the poor and pick up your cross and follow me.” Not 

very  encouraging  words.  Everybody  knew what  a  cross 
was for and that only condemned men carried them. 
    What’s more, his message was hardly encouraging. Not 
only  was  he  constantly  putting  down  the  most  decent, 
pious church-going people in the country, he was given to 
preaching long sermons on why none of us had any hope 
of being good enough for God. That’s what the Sermon on 
the Mount was all  about  – the vast  gulf  between God’s 
standards of righteousness and what human beings thought 
was righteousness.
  Like us, they ha d no doubt that Jesus was the Lord’s 
anointed. They knew who he was and what was, just as we 
know who he is and what he is. They knew he spoke with 
a  compelling  eloquence  and  that  his  words  were  very 
beautiful, just as we admire his eloquence and the beauty 
of his words. 
   But, like us, they knew his ideas were quite impractical – 
fine for heaven, but quite out of place here on earth. And, 
like us, they were shocked and amazed by the wonderful 
things that were accomplished on those very rare occasions 
when they put his ideas into practice. GPHX
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Parish Prayer List 
Our Prayer Chain offers prayer daily for people on the 
Prayer List and guests of the Joseph Richey Hospice. To 
add a name to the prayer list, or visiting list, or to join the 
Prayer Chain, call the parish office (410) 560 6776. 
FOR RECOVERY:  Bill, Pam, Eileen, Rebecca, Catherine, 
RichardX, Janis, Daniel, Leona, Rachel, Elizabeth, Kim, 
Dorothy, Donna, Skip, Dan. Sarah, Betsy, Edie, Heidi, 
Alan, Terry, Helen, Linda, John, Neal, Stephen, Nathan, 
Hobie, Betty, Helen, Jan, Bobby, Lee, Cary, Marie, Jim, 
Joanna, Kendall, Ian, Gloria, June, John Tom, Michell, 
Jack, Lewey, Stephen, Pamela, David, Wade, Sifa, Eileen, 
Ravi, Theresa, Larry Ricard, Judy & Scott 
FOR LIGHT, STRENGTH & GUIDANCE: Cameron, 
Caroline, Karen, Ardis, Mavis, Michael, Melba, Sam, 
Vinnie, Doug, Chip, Elizabeth, Ian, Lisa, Carey, Jacob, 
Casey, Beth, Kath, Rebecca, Colin & Christian.
IN MEMORIAM: 
THOSE WHO MOURN:  

ON ACTIVE SERVICE: Lt. Col. Charles Bursi,  
Lt Nicholas Clouse, USN; Lt Col. Harry Hughes;  USAF; 
Cpt Fiodor Strikovski, US Army. 



For Our Country. 
ALMIGHTY God, who hast given us this good land for  
our heritage; We humbly beseech thee that we may 

always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favour 
and glad to do thy will. Bless our land with honourable 

industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us 
from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride      

and arrogancy, and from every evil way. Defend our 
liberties, and fashion into one united people the 

multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and 
tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to    

whom in thy Name we entrust the authority of 
government, that there may be justice and peace at  

home, and that, through obedience to thy law, we may 
show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth.    

In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with 
thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our 
trust in thee to fail; all which we ask through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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SUNDAY SERVICES

8am: Said Eucharist 
9.15am: Sung Eucharist (with Nursery & Church School)

11am: Sung Mattins (1st Sunday: Sung Eucharist)
Choral  Services (as announced) – evensong.ststeve.com

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday, 6pm: Evening Prayer
Friday, 12 noon: Healing Eucharist
Saturday, 5pm: Family Eucharist
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

FROM THE PARISH CLERGY


Vestry rules on Covid19
The vestry met on June 17th – its first meeting since the Corona 
Virus restrictions were imposed in March this year. The item at  the 
top  of  the  agenda  was  the  manner  in  which  the  church  should 
reopen with the gradual lifting of the lock down.
   Being Anglicans, there were at least two school of thought. One 
advocated  an  immediate  return  to  normal.  The  other  counselled 
proceeding  very  much  more  cautiously.  In  the  end,  the  vestry 
decided the most considerate course for the elderly, and those most 
at risk from the virus, would be to proceed with caution.
     It  was  pointed  out  that  although  infections  appeared  to  be 
diminishing and the worst  of  the epidemic was believed to have 
passed, it  still  presented a serious threat to the elderly and those 
with underlying health issues.
   Therefore  in  order  to  encourage  those  concerned  about  the 
possibility  of  infection  to  return  to  church  the  most  kindly  and 
considerate course would be for everybody when congregating in 
the Cadwalader Room and at the altar rail  and to practice social 
distancing in the sanctuary. It was also decided to that, while organ 

music would be permitted, there will be no singing in church until 
we receive  an official go-ahead. Singing is believed to present a 
greater danger for the spread of the disease than speech as it expels 
a far greater volume of air dry the lungs.   
  Our Sunday service schedule will resume (with or without singing) 
at  8.00  AM,  9.15  AM and  11.00  AM.     We will  celebrate  the 
Eucharist at the first two services  and resume the Morning Office at 
11.00 AM.   In view of restrictions on school attendance ,Sunday 
School will be informal. 
     For shut-ins and folks still in quarantine we will be continuing 
our video recordings of Feast Day and Sunday Eucharists. These are 
posted on the parish website (www.ststeve.com), Youtube and 
Isaac the Eagle’s Facebook page.   
   You’ll find them from 9.00 AM onwards every Sunday and Day 
of Obligation at ststeve.com at the bottom of the Home Page, under 
“Recent Blog Posts.  A new midweek “broadcast” talk by the rector 
can also be  found on the website every Wednesday or Thursday.   
     Meanwhile, in a bid to prevent the theft of checks mailed to the 
church, we have opened a Post Office Box for the exclusive use of 
the treasurer. Please mail your offerings to: St Stephen’s Anglican 
Church, P.O. Box 6161, Timonium, MD 21094. All other mail 
should be sent to our street address. GPHX & JPNX 
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