
St Stephen’s News

FROM THE TREASURER


Please help keep the  
roof over our heads 
Old style flat roofs are particularly vulnerable to leaks 
and the 30-year-old roof over the Cadwalader Room is no 
exception. Indeed, over the past couple of years, it has 
had increasing difficulties keeping out the rain and snow. 
Sad to say, the time has come to replace it. 
    The Rev. Dan Bursi, an architect in secular life, has 
drawn up plans for a replacement that should eliminate 
the problems flat roofs present. The new roof will have a 
gentle slope that will enable it to shed rain and melting 
slow more easily. 
    Your vestry has sought bids for the job from roofing 
contractors and the replacement will cost some $29,0000. 
Donations to cover the cost will be most gratefully 
accepted.  
   Please prayerfully consider helping us keep the roof 
over our heads by sending your contribution to The 
Treasurer, St Stephen’s Anglican Church, 11856 Mays 
Chapel Road, Timonium, MD 21057. Mark your check 
“Flat Roof Fund.” God bless you – Bob Reynolds	
FROM THE RECTOR 


Things to be learned 
from a town’s name 
As a child, I was fascinated by maps. In fact, the book 
that inspired me to learn to read was an enormous old 
atlas that belonged to my grandfather. Even so, reading 
was a bitter sweet experience for it led to the discovery 
that, far from being the largest country in the world, 
England was one of the smallest. Things like that seemed 
to matter at the age of five.  
     This disappointment, however, did not diminish my 
enthusiasm for maps – an interest that continues to this 
day. Indeed, I’m happy to report that St. Stephen’s owns a 
map of Great Britain so detailed it includes not only the 
obscure village in which I was born – Danbury in the 
country of Essex – but the equally obscure villages in 
which I grew up. 
    One of the more interesting things about English two 
and village names is that they often describe the reason 
why they were founded. Danbury, for example, is the site 
of a mass grave of vikings – Danish pirates – slaughtered 
by Saxons they were attempting to pillage. 
    Similarly, Bury St Edmonds, a town not so far away in 
the county of Suffolk, is the site of the tomb of the 
martyred Anglo-Saxon King Edmond. Its ancient English 
name, by the way, is Edmondsbury. 
    Towns with the Anglo-Saxon word “wick” in their 
names were originally the location of sheep pens or 
wicks. Names ending in “ton”, “den” or “don” denote a 
settlement. Canewden, Essex, was supposedly founded 
by King Canute, while the name Huntington speaks for 
itself, as does the name Wickford.   
    The Old Norse word “by” means town. As it happens, 
one of the greatest saints of the English Church St Hilda, 
hails from a town in Yorkshire in the north of England 
called Whitby or “White Town.” 
    Actually in Hilda’s day the town was known by the 
Anglo-Saxon name Streonshalh, but in 867 the town and 
its great abbey were destroyed in a Viking raid. Later in 

1078 the town and abbey were rebuilt and renamed 
Whitby. Be that as it may, Hilda, born in the year 614, 
was not just the most influential church woman of her 
day, she was unquestionably the most influential Church 
leader in the British Isles.  
     She was the grandniece of King Edwin of 
Northumbria – one of many small English kingdoms 
established by invaders from Scandinavia and Northern 
Germany. Hilda’s people were “Angles” from the Jutland 
peninsula in Denmark  
   While she was still an infant, her father, Hereric, was 
murdered and Hilda was raised in her royal uncle’s 
household. On Easter Day in the year 627, at the age of 
the 13, she was baptized, along with King Edwin and his 
whole court, in a modest wooden church built on the site 
of the renowned York Minster.  
   Ten years later she made her profession as a nun. 
Instead of joining her widowed sister in an abbey in Gaul, 
she remained in Northumbria under the tutelage of the 

great Celtic bishop and saint, Aidan of Lindisfarne.  
    Under his direction, she established several 
monasteries, the most important of which was the great 
Abbey of Streonshalh, an institution she founded in 657.  
    Whitby, as we know it today, was a double house – the 
ecclesiastical term for a community that included both 
men and women. Archaeological excavations indicate it 
consisted of a dormitory for unmarried men and another 
for unmarried women, separated by a chapel and small 
cottages housing married religious.  
    Hilda (whose name was simply Hild in Anglo-Saxon 
English) presided over the entire community and under 
her leadership the Abbey of Whitby became a major 
center of learning – alma mater to five bishops, as well as 
Caedmon, arguably the greatest poet in the Anglo- Saxon 
language.  
     In his History of the English Church and People, The 
Venerable Bede records that the original ideals of mo- 
nasticism were strictly maintained in Hilda's abbey. All 
property and goods were held in common; Christian 
virtues were exercised, especially peace and charity. 
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Parish Prayer List 
Our Prayer Chain offers prayer daily for people on the 
Prayer List and guests of the Joseph Richey Hospice. To 
add a name to the prayer list, or visiting list, or to join the 
Prayer Chain, call the parish office (410) 560 6776. 

FOR RECOVERY:  Catherine, RichardX, Janis, Parisa, 
Daniel, Judy, Leona, Charlotte, Bryan, Rachel, Elizabeth, 
Dorothy, Dan. Sarah, Betsy, Edie, Alan, Terry, Helen, 
Linda, John, Neal, Stephen, Nathan, Hobie, Betty, Helen, 
Jan, Bobby, Lee, Cary, Marie, Jim, Joanna, Kendall, Ian, 
Gloria, June, John, Adrian, Tom, Michell, Jack, Lewey, 
Stephen, Pamela, David, Wade, Sifa, Theresa, Lisa, Larry 
Ricard & Scott 
FOR LIGHT, STRENGTH & GUIDANCE: Caroline, 
Karen, Ardis, Mavis, Michael, Melba, Sam, Vinnie, Doug, 
Ian, Lisa, Carey, Jacob, Casey, Beth, Kath, Rebecca, 
Catherine & Elizabeth
IN MEMORIAM: 
THOSE WHO MOURN:  
ON ACTIVE SERVICE: Lt. Col. Charles Bursi,  
Lt Nicholas Clouse, USN; Lt Col. Harry Hughes;  USAF; 
Cpt Fiodor Strikovski, US Army. 



Calendar of Events 
WEEKLY

Monday, 6.30pm:   Bridge Club
Thursday, 10am:   Knitting Circle
                   Noon:    Bible Study
Friday, 10.30am:   Bible Study

MONTHLY & SPECIAL

The Vestry Meeting  
Wednesday, 7.00 PM, July 17th 

Ladies Who Lunch
Noon, Wednesday, June 17th
at The Bluestone, Timonium 

Reservations, call Sara Douglas at 410-560-9026

Choral Events
As announced

St Stephen’s Anglican Church 
11856 Mays Chapel Road, Timonium, MD 21093
Office: 410 560 6776  ·  Rectory: 443-425-2420

Pastoral Care: 410 252 8674

www.ststeve.com
The Very Rev. Guy P Hawtin, Dean & Rector

The Ven. Michael Kerouac, Vicar  ·
Associate Rectors: 

The Rev. Michael Belt, The Rev. John Novicki, 
The Rev. M Wiley Hawks  

and The Rev. Dr. Norman Flowers 
Mrs Happy Riley, Director of Pastoral Care & Wedding 

Coordinator
SUNDAY SERVICES

8am: Said Eucharist 
9.15am: Sung Eucharist (with Nursery & Church School)

11am: Sung Mattins (1st Sunday: Sung Eucharist)
Choral  Services (as announced) – evensong.ststeve.com

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday, 6pm: Evening Prayer
Friday, 12 noon: Healing Eucharist
Saturday, 5pm: Family Eucharist

St Stephen’s Anglican Church 
11856 Mays Chapel Road
Timonium, MD 21093

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Everyone had to study the Bible and do good works.  
    Bede describes Hilda as a woman of great energy, 
who was a skilled administrator and teacher. "All who 
knew her called her mother because of her outstanding 
devo- tion and grace" he writes.  
    According to Bede, Hilda gained such a reputation 
for wisdom that kings and princes sought her advice. 
But she was also deeply concerned about the welfare of 
the ordinary people in her charge – people such as 
Cædmon, a monk, who started life as a cow herd at the 
monastery.  
     According to legend, Caedmon was so embarrassed 
at being tongue-tied, he spent his evenings in the 
cowshed rather than remain in the refectory where the 
community customarily listened to Gospel stories and 
sacred poetry.  
    However, one evening, after drifting off to sleep, 
Caedmon experienced a life-changing vision of Jesus 
in which our Lord asked him to compose a poem. That 
poem was a masterpiece that became famous as the 
Song of Caedmon.  
    Hilda recognized his gift and encouraged him to 
develop it, inspiring the former cow herd compose a 

large corpus of religious poems in the Anglo-Saxon 
tongue – most of them metrical paraphrases of 
narratives from Genesis and the Gospels.  
    In 664, King Oswy of Northumbria chose Hilda's 
monastery as the venue for the Synod of Whitby, the first 
synod of the Church in his kingdom. He invited church- 
men from as far away as Wessex to attend the synod.  
    The king's intention was to reconcile Celtic and Roman 
ecclesiastical practice in order to standardize worship 
throughout his realm. Most of those present, including 
Hilda, accepted the king's decision to adopt the method of 
calculating Easter used in Rome, as well as the Roman 
style of eucharistic vestments and the tonsure as the 
monastic haircut is known.  
     The monks from Lindisfarne would not accept this and 
withdrew to Iona and later, to Ireland. Ironically. how- ever, 
it turns out that their method of calculating of Easter was 
more accurate that the Roman one.  
    Hilda herself greatly preferred the Celtic customs in 
which she had been reared, but once the decision had been 
made, she used her moderating influence in favor of its 
peaceful acceptance. GPHX 
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