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Here is the very last word
on the 2018 Cookie Walk

OK Bakers get your ovens ready! The time is fast approaching
when your cookie bounty will be due. This is the key week
when all of our efforts will be needed to make our Cookie Walk
Extravaganza a success.
The long range weather forecast looks good so we should
anticipate a well-attended event. This means that the “10 lbs. of
cookies per family” target should be considered an average
production. Do you want to be above average, and many of you
are, then set your sights on a higher goal to make up for any
possible shortfall.
Cookies will be accepted all week, right up until the day of
Cookie Walk Event on December 1st. A drop off bin will be
outside front door.
By the way, don’t think that your obligations are finished
when you drop off your plenteousness. We hope you’ll come on
the big day (Saturday December 1st.) buy some cookies, gifts
and greens, and help us kick off the Christmas season with your
friends and neighbors. Visit with Santa, and stock up on handcrafted jellies and jams.
Finally, we hope you’ve signed up to help us either before or
during the Cookie Walk. Our work days are every day the week
of November 27th. Check the schedule on the Cookie Walk
table or look at last week’s newsletter for details. We’re not
expecting you to work from dawn to dusk. We’ll sincerely
appreciate whatever time you can give us! JOHN DARLINGTON
FROM THE KNITTING CIRCLE

Bid on our Silent Auction

The knitters have been at it again. There is a splendid selection
of hand-knitted items lining the walls of the hallway outside
Quimby Hall – and spilling into the vestibule. With so many
beautifully crafted items there must be something for that
special someone on your Christmas list, or as a special treat for
yourself.
It’s easy to bid: just put your name, contact number, and dollar
bid on the clipboard accompanying each item. But beware,
you’ll have to pay attention or someone may sneak in and
outbid you. This year, however, there is a “buy it now” option
which will seal the deal. Bidding will close after the 11.00 a.m.
service on Sunday, December 2rd, and winners will be notified
by phone of their successful bid.
Once again, proceeds from the Silent Auction will be donated
to Christ Child Society of Baltimore and Heifer International.
Bid early and bid often!
A THANKSGIVING MEDITATION

We are greatly blessed yet
we still manage to worry

“Jesus said, Be not anxious for your life, what ye shall
eat, or what ye shall drink, nor yet for your body, what
ye should put on..” (St. Matthew 6:25)

In this modern and busy world, it becomes more and more
difficult to be truly thankful. The holiday that was conceived as
a prayerful day of rest from work has become for many just
another day of worry. This anxiety that permeates our culture is
one of the most insidious and effective inventions of the devil.
We are blessed with more of everything than any other nation in
any place or at any other time, and yet, we still worry about not
having enough.
Our security is tenuous. Many of us are a paycheck away
from financial disaster. We worry about how we can afford to
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care for our parents or our spouse as they age. We even worry
about the capability of this system to care for us when we will
need help. We worry about the pressure on our children. The
media, their peers, and any number of predators threaten them in
a way we cannot remember being threatened ourselves when we
were their age. We worry that what little we have set aside as
our security and protection will be stolen, eroded or
overwhelmed by the invisible forces that rule our lives with
terror and injustice.
That author of all lies, the devil, is whispering in our ear that
our worry is prudence, that our anxiety is self-preservation, and
that we have to build our walls of personal protection and
security ever thicker and more impenetrable to insulate us from
our neighbors. If we don’t worry and watch out for ourselves,
who will do it for us?
But St. Matthew stands by our shoulder whispers in our other
ear that our Lord has issued command against facing the world
in fear. “Jesus says, Be not anxious”. After all, “which of you
by being anxious can add one cubit unto the measure of his
life?” The Holy Spirit, speaking through the Psalms adds, “we

Parish Prayer List
Our Prayer Chain offers prayer daily for people on
the Prayer List and guests of the Joseph Richey
Hospice. To add a name to the prayer list, or to the
visiting list, or to join the Prayer Chain, ring the
parish office at (410) 560 6776.
FOR RECOVERY: Leona, Charlotte, Bryan,
Dorothy, Sarah, Betsy, Edie, Alan, Terry, Helen,
Linda, John, Judy, Neal, Stephen, Nathan, Hobie,
Betty, Helen, RobertX, Jan, Bobby, Lee, Cary,
Marie, Jim, Joanna, Kendall, Ian, Gloria, June,
John, Adrian, Tom, Michell, Al, Kathy, Jack,
Lewey, Stephen, Pamela, Judy, Elizabeth, Wade,
Sifa, Theresa, Lisa, Larry, Dan & Scott
FOR LIGHT, STRENGTH & GUIDANCE:
Caroline, Mavis, Melba, Sam, Vinnie, Doug, Ian,
Lisa, Carey, Cindy, Jacob, Casey, Beth, Erin,
Aubrey & Kath
IN MEMORIAM:
FOR THOSE WHO MOURN:
ON ACTIVE SERVICE: Lt. Col. Charles Bursi,
Lt Nicholas Clouse, USN; Lt Col. Harry Hughes;
MSGT Michael Holter, USAF; Cpt Fiodor
Strikovski, US Army.
should not put our trust in man.” There is no such thing as
works Righteousness and there is no such thing as Worry
Righteousness either.
It is clear that anxiety is not the godly response to these real
dangers and problems that we face. So,we have to determine
what the right response should be. Fortunately, we have been
blessed with a handbook that gives us the answers, the Bible.
Psalm 50 guides us toward the answer:
“Offer unto God thanksgiving, and pay thy vows to the
most highest, and call upon me in the time of trouble, so will I
hear thee, and thou shalt praise me.
It may seem a strange and incongruous response to face the
woes of this world with an attitude of Thanksgiving, but in his
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells us we should be glad when we
are reviled and persecuted, for we shall share in the reward of
the prophets. By nature, we shrivel in worry for those ills that

might befall us, but Jesus did not give in to that temptation. In
the contrast to our paralyzing fears about the uncertainty in our
lives, Just hours before he would be betrayed, imprisoned, judged
unjustly, tortured, and even crucified, and killed, He gathered his
family and friends in an upper room and shared a meal with
them.
He took bread, and then He gave thanks. He blessed the bread,
making it His very Body, and shared it, giving it to his disciples,
and commanding them to do the same. Similarly, He took wine,
and first he gave thanks, then He blessed it, made it his very
Blood, and shared it.
St John tells us that He prayed for us at that supper, not only
for those Apostles and disciples that were with Him, but for each
of us that would come to believe in Him through them. What an
incredible promise. What an incredible reality. As we are
directed in the prayer book in Morning and Evening Prayer, we
should thank our Lord for our creation, preservation, and all the
blessings of this life.
“Be not anxious”, but instead let us come to His banquet table,
the Eucharistic altar, and give him our anxiety, and our fears, and
our worries. But this time, do not take them back with you from
the rail. Leave them at the altar in thanksgiving and faith, and do
not let the devil torment you with them ever again. He will bless
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your offering if you leave it, and He will return what you give
with His grace. Those fears you brought to the rail will be
returned to you as faith and courage.
“Be not anxious what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink.” He
has prepared a heavenly banquet for us and He shares it with us
on earth at the altar rail. Eat of his Body, and drink of His Blood,
which is given to you to preserve your bodies and souls unto
everlasting life.
“Be not anxious what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, nor
yet for your body”. The merciful and gracious Lord has made a
place for us to share in His Resurrection, both in body in soul, so
that we can be with Our Lord in His glory. A life of faith and
gratitude to God, facing the trouble of the world not in fear, but
with love, is the witness thatHe makes of our lives for the whole
world.
“Be not anxious what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, nor
yet for your body, what ye should put on.” Our heavenly Father
knows we have need of such things, and He will provide for us.
But, He has also given us something more. He has clothed us
with the very nature of His beloved Son, so that we can be made
perfect, made one in Christ as Christ is one with the Father, so
that we can share in the love that Father has for His Son.
America celebrates thanksgiving today. Christianity celebrates
Thanksgiving everywhere and every time that the Eucharist is
offered up. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is meet and
right so to do. MICHAEL KEROUACX

Calendar of Events
WEEKLY

Monday, 6.30 pm:
Thursday, 10 am:
Noon:
Friday, 10.30 am:

Bridge Club
Knitting Circle
Bible Study
Bible Study

MONTHLY & SPECIAL

The Vestry Meeting

Tuesday, December 4th at 7.00 PM.

SUNDAY SERVICES

The Ladies Who Lunch

8 am: Said Eucharist
9.15 am: Sung Eucharist (with Nursery & Church School)
11 am: Sung Mattins (1st Sunday: Sung Eucharist)

The Bluestone Restaurant, Timonium
Wednesday, Noon, December 19th
Reservations: Joyce Perlberg (410) 252-2680

WEEKDAY SERVICES

Cookie Walk 2018

Ch o r a l Services (as announced) – evensong.ststeve.com
Wednesday, 6 pm: Evening Prayer
Friday, 12 noon: Healing Eucharist
Saturday, 5 pm: Family Eucharist

Saturday, December 1st from 9.00 AM to 12 noon

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
11856 Mays Chapel Road
Timonium, MD 21093
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