
to eFROM THE RECTOR

I am the very model  of a
modern Vicar General
Not so long ago a parishioner asked me: “What exactly do 
you do as Vicar General of the diocese?” The answer: 
Officially, I administer the diocese’s affairs in the absence of 
the bishop. 
   And, indeed I had the opportunity to flex my 
quasi-episcopal muscle quite recently when Bishop Vaughan 
was on vacation in Ireland.  However, the moment of glory 
passed me by without the slightest need to exercise my mighty 
powers. 
    As to the perks that go with the job, there really aren’t any, 
other than the right to wear a dashing red sash and red piping 
on your cassock – which might well be described as the 
ecclesiastical equivalent of sergeant’s stripes. But Archdeacon 
Kerouac has the right to wear exactly the same duds. 
  There are some, I suppose, who would regard being called “
Very Reverend” as a perk. On the other hand there’s probably 
a bunch of people who probably think it rather odd. Does it 
mean I am very much more reverend than the average parson? 

I very much doubt it. So I don’t actually use it.
  Actually, I’ve never been overly bothered with titles. In New 
York, I was frequently addressed as “Yo” as in “Yo Guy.” 
Originally I assumed the person addressing me thus was 
prophetically aware of my Christian name and that the that “
Yo” was some sort of foreign honorific. 
  But then one day somebody addressed me as “Yo Father.” I 
then realized that “yo” was simply a means of attracting my 
attention, and the utilization of the word “guy” didn’t mean 
we were acquainted but that the “guy” was, rather, the New 
Yorkers' equivalent of “old chap” or “old bean.” 
   Here in Baltimore one’s much more likely to be addressed as 
“Yo, rev.” than "Yo, father" However I must say I really don't 
like the idea of being hailed with “Yo, Very Rev.” It really 

Parish Prayer List
Our Prayer Chain offers prayer daily for people on the 
Prayer List as well as the guests of the Joseph Richey 

Hospice. To add a name to the prayer list, or to the 
visiting list, or to join the Prayer Chain, ring the parish 

office on 410 560 6776.
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FOR RECOVERY:  Giordon, Priscilla, MichaelX, Peter, 
Charlotte, Bryan, Dorothy, Rodney, June, Sarah, Betsy, Edie, 
Alan, Terry, Helen, Linda, John, Judy, Neal, Aida, Stephen, 
Nathan, Hobie, Betty, Helen, Eunice, RobertX, David, Jan, 
Susie, Sophia, Bobby, Lee, Cary, Cour Marie, Jim, Joanna, 
Kendall, Ian, Gloria, June, John, David, Adrian, Tom, 
Michell, Aida, Mai, Al, Kathy, Jack, Lewey, Stephen, Pamela, 
Isobel, Judy, Elizabeth, Wade, Sifa, Theresa, Lisa, Larry, 
Patsy & Scott
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
FOR LIGHT, STRENGTH & GUIDANCE:  Caroline, Mavis 
,Melba, Sam, Vinnie, Doug, Ian, Lisa, Carey, Cindy, Jacob, 
Casey, Beth, Erin, Aubery & Kath
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
ON ACTIVE SERVICE: Lt Alex Bursi, Capt. Charles Bursi, 
Lt Nicholas Clouse, USN; Lt Col. Harry Hughes; MSGT 
Michael Holter, USAF; Cpt Fiodor Strikovski, US Army. 
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FROM THE LECTERN

Are you a friend of Isaac our
loquacious lectern eagle?
Did you know Isaac the Eagle (the lectern) has a Facebook 
page? It’s https://www.facebook.com/isaac.st.stephens
   And Isaac has a page for St Stephen’s:
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensMaysChapel/. 
  This Facebook presence is the cornerstone of the parish’s 
publicity program using social media.
   Back in the fall of 2016, instead of spending several thousands 
of dollars on a mailing to advertise the Cookie Walk, we spent a 
few hundred dollars in advertising on Facebook. Our ads were 
shared by dozens of people and seen by several thousand 
people. And we had an exceptionally good turnout. 
  So if the Facebook ads weren’t responsible (maybe it was a 
coincidence? good weather?), then at least the absence of the 
mailing wasn’t detrimental (and we saved a lot of money).
   Since then, we've created Facebook Events for Epiphany 
Lessons & Carols and blood drives, and we've had full-scale 
campaigns (Events with multiple related boosted posts) for 
Garden Parties and Cookie Walks. 
  Our ads are targeted at people in the age range 18 to 65+ (yes, 
that’s an open-ended range, but that’s the way Facebook 
works) living within 25 miles of the following cities: 
Baltimore, Cockeysville, Columbia, Ellicott City, Perry Hall, 
Reisterstown, Timonium, Towson, and Westminster. That’s a 
pretty big area: it gets down to Washington, and even up into 
Pennsylvania.
   You can help Isaac by liking and sharing his posts, 
advertisements, and events. Facebook looks at “organic” views
—views by people who see a post because friends or 
friends-of-friends interacted with it—and uses that in its 
algorithm to decide whether or not to show a boosted post to a 
stranger. 
   The more organic views, the likelier it is that Facebook will 
display an ad to someone. That’s why the Cookie Walk ads 
were so successful: so many parishioners liked, shared, and 
commented on the ads. Over 100 people expressed an interest 
in the 2016 Cookie Walk, and almost 150 people expressed an 
interest in the 2018 Garden Party. 
   Even if not everyone who expressed an interest showed up, 
they at least are now aware of our parish and what we can 
offer, and they may show up at a later event.
   There are other advantages to being a friend of Issac (or 
following the St Stephen's page). Every time a post is made to 
the web site, a notice appears on their pages. So, for example, 
when the Newsletter or a sermon or a podcast is posted on the 
web site, you will get a notification. You can then click through 
to read or listen on line. 
   We also occasionally have Facebook Live events: we 
broadcast the 2018 Good Friday liturgy, and more recently, 
several segments of the 2018 Garden Party. These are still 
available on Isaac's page.
   So become a friend of Isaac’s on Facebook, and follow the 
Parish page. (If you need help, ask one of the internet-savvy 
people at church.) And when you see an event being publicized, 
share it with your friends. Together we can make our parish 
grow. PETER THREADGILL



Call me Mister, call me friend, 
A Loving ear to all I lend, 

But, O, my heart with woe you rend, 
When'er you call me Reverend.

A week or so later, a note appeared on the back of the poem. It 
was from the late Rev. Harry E. Shelley, who pioneered the 
UMH Chaplaincy. It read: SamΞ, Your poem about 'Reverend' 
comes from the book 'The Chain' which I read many years ago. 
I believe Paul Weilman was the author. The original version 
ends like this:    "Call me 'Mister,' if you will,

Call me 'Rector,' better still,
Even 'Father,' the High Church frill,

Brings to my heart no chill. 
But, O, how my heart doth rend,

The man who calls me 'Reverend.' "
  Sad to relate, neither version of the poem deterred the 
homeless folks who regularly visited Father Sam for handouts, 
prayer and counsel from calling him "Yo, rev." And, in all 
fairness, one has to say he bore it with grace and good humor. 
So what's in a name? GPHX 

FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

The Vacation Bible School
St Stephen's Vacation Bible School will run on the afternoons of 
Monday, June 25th to Friday, June 29th from 1.00 PM to 4.00 
PM. It is open to children from four to 11.  We are asking for a 
nominal $20 contribution per child to help defray costs. 
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St Stephen’s Anglican Church
11856 Mays Chapel Road, Timonium, MD 21093
Office: 410 560 6776  ·  Rectory: 443-425-2420

Pastoral Care: 410 252 8674

www.ststeve.com

The Rev. Canon Guy P Hawtin, Rector
The Venerable Michael Kerouac, Vicar  

Associate Rectors: The Rev. Michael Belt, The Rev. John 
Novicki,The Rev. Wiley Hawks,  The Rev. Robert Ludwig 

and The Rev. Dr. Norman Flowers. 
Mrs Happy Riley, Director of Pastoral Care 

& Wedding Coordinator

SUNDAY SERVICES
8am: Said Eucharist 

9.15am: Sung Eucharist (with Nursery & Church School)
11am: Choral Mattins (1st Sunday: Sung Eucharist)

6pm: Choral Evensong (as announced) – 
evensong.ststeve.com

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday, 6pm: Evening Prayer
Friday, 12 noon: Healing Eucharist
Saturday, 5pm: Family Eucharist

Calendar of Events
WEEKLY

 Monday, 6.30pm:   Bridge Club
 Thursday, 10am:   Knitting Circle
 Friday, 10.30am:   Bible Study

MONTHLY & SPECIAL

The Vestry Meeting
Wednesday, June 20th, 7.00 pm 

The Ladies Who Lunch
Wednesday, June 20th 12.00 pm

at The Pepper Mill, Towson
For reservations: Call Sara Douglas  

at 410-560-9026

The Vacation Bible School
June 25th to June 29th, 1.00 PM - 4.00 PM

doesn't have that certain je ne sais quoi, does it?    However, I don
’t suppose this would deter the folks inclined to use it, though they 
are much more likely to use plain old “You, rev.”     
   The Rev. Sam Logan hated being addressed as “rev” or “
reverend” with a passion. In fact, one day he posted a notice to 
that effect on the wall of his office at the Union Memorial 
Hospital where he was chaplain.
   It read: "The word 'Reverend' is an adjective. You may refer to 
The Reverend 'Mr. Smith' or you may address a letter to 'The 
Reverend John Smith' or you may address a letter to the 'The 
Rev'd John Smith.' 
   “In direct address these gentlemen are depending on the custom 
of the Church and the clergyman's preference, 'Father,' 'Pastor,' 
'Mr. Smith,' or if he's a D.D., 'Dr. Smith.' 
   Here is a little verse which has circulated for years in Episcopal 
seminaries. No one seems to know who wrote it. Perhaps it will 
get the lesson across.” 

Hi, Reverend!
Breathes there a Priest with soul so dead,

 Who never to his Lord hath said: 
On bony knees I humbly bend, 

Lord, stop men calling me Reverend. 
And to his flock on Sunday morn, 
Did all the faithful sternly warn: 
O, call me Parson, Call me Mike. 

Call me Father if you like. 


