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A parish in the classical Anglican tradition

MEMORIAL DAY

There’s no such animal
as a stereotypical hero

The Hollywood stereotype of hero rarely holds true in real
life. Whatever you might see in the movies, heroes are by
no means invariably young, confident and athletic.
Sometimes they are old and wrinkly: Moses, for example,
was nearly 80 years of age when God called him to lead the
children of Israel out of bondage in Egypt.
If you think Moses was a bit long in the tooth to be a
hero, he did, too. In fact, he spent best part of the day
trying to talk God out of the whole notion. Oddly enough,
he didn't plead that he was too old – vanity, I expect. But
he tried just about every other excuse in the book to
wriggle out of the job. "They won't believe a word I say."
"I haven't studied theology." "I'm no good at public
speaking."
But God wouldn't take no for an answer. And, much to
Moses surprise, when he was put to the test, he passed
with flying colors. Search human history, and you won't
find a more courageous leader than Moses or a leader with
more grit and determination. And it took all of these
qualities to transform the children of Israel from a
cowardly, self-centered rabble into a disciplined,
self-confident nation, dedicated to the service of God.
These great accomplishments, of course, were not entirely
Moses' doing. The Lord told him before he set out for his
first big showdown with Pharaoh: "Who hath made man's
mouth? Or who maketh the dumb, or the deaf, or the
seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the Lord? Now therefore
go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou
shalt say."
In other words, Moses submitted himself entirely to God's
will, and the Lord gave him the strength and the courage
and the wisdom to see the job through.
Curiously enough, the first British naval captain to
engage the German fleet in the Second World War was a
man, who to his much younger colleagues, must have
seemed almost as old as Moses. He was a Royal Navy
reservist who'd been recalled to the colors to augment an
officer corps desperately lacking both in numbers and
experience.
Captain Kennedy was in his late sixties: While most of
his contemporaries were playing with their grandchildren
or working in their "Victory Gardens," he had been put in
command of a superannuated destroyer and given the task
of protecting a small convoy of merchant ships in the
North Atlantic.
The crews of those merchant ships reported that Captain
Kennedy must have known his ancient vessel didn't stand a
chance against modern warships when the German battle
group was first sighted. But to their amazement, instead of
turning away from the German warships, Kennedy ordered
his helmsman to steer straight at them. After breaking out
the battle ensign, he ordered his gun crews to open fire.
Kennedy knew his ship’s guns were hopelessly
out-ranged and out-classed. But he knew something else:
that until the enemy had dealt with him, they could not feel
safe to attack the merchantmen under his protection.
German intelligence reports stated that Kennedy's guns
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failed to score a single hit on their adversaries. Every
shell fell short. But the longer the ancient vessel stayed
afloat, the better the chance the merchantmen had of
getting away.
Within an hour, Kennedy's old ship had gone down with
all hands. All that was left was flotsam and jetsam: There
wasn't even an oil slick. The old ship had been a coal
burner. But Kennedy's sacrifice of himself and his men
saved the life of every soul on the convoy.
Kennedy was not a man who had nothing left to live for.
He'd married late in life and had just become the proud
father of a son, who was never to know him. But he was a
professional sailor and he knew his duty.
Gideon, who led the children of Israel in a battle to the
death against the Midianites, on the other hand, was
anything but a professional soldier. When the Angel of
the Lord first spoke to him, he was threshing his wheat in
a wine press so that the Midianites wouldn't find it and
steal it. Nothing very brave about that – something the
Angel clear with his ironic greeting: "The Lord is with
thee, thou mighty man of valor."
Gideon wasn't a man moved by irony, urging, or insults,
but He was a man of deep abiding faith. He understood

Parish Prayer List

Our Prayer Chain offers prayer daily for people on the Prayer
List as well as the guests of the Joseph Richey Hospice. To
add a name to the prayer list, or to the visiting list, or to join
the Prayer Chain, ring the parish office on 410 560 6776.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------FOR RECOVERY: Priscilla, MichaelX, Peter, Charlotte,
Bryan, Dorothy, Rodney, June, Sarah, Betsy, Edie, Alan,
Terry, Helen, Linda, John, Judy, Neal, Aida, Stephen, Nathan,
Hobie, Betty, Helen, Eunice, RobertX, David, Jan, Susie,
Sophia, Bobby, Lee, Cary, Cour Marie, Jim, Joanna, Kendall,
Ian, Gloria, June, John, David, Adrian, Tom, Michell, Aida,
Mai, Al, Kathy, Jack, Lewey, Stephen, Pamela, Isobel, Judy,
Elizabeth, Wade & Sifa
--------------------------------------------------------------------------FOR LIGHT, STRENGTH & GUIDANCE: Caroline, Melba,
Sam, Vinnie, Doug, Ian, Lisa, Carey, Cindy, Jacob, Casey ,
Beth, Erin, Aubery & Kathy
--------------------------------------------------------------------------ON ACTIVE SERVICE: Lt Alex Bursi, Capt. Charles Bursi,
Lt Nicholas Clouse, USN; Lt Col. Harry Hughes; MSGT
Michael Holter, USAF; Cpt Fiodor Strikovski, US Army.

that if God gave Him a task, God would give him the
means to carry it out.
Some 32,000 men flocked to his banner, but. God
wanted to demonstrate that what matters is not numbers,
but whether or not he is with us. By the time God’s
winnowing process was over only 300 men remained. But
with God's help they vanquished the Midianite host.
The story of Gideon has echoed wherever people have
prepared to lay down their lives for their fellow men: His
example inspired the men at Brooklyn Heights, at
Yorktown, Antietam, Chancellorsville, Paschendale,
Dunkirk, Corregidor, Guadalcanal, on the beaches of
Normandy, in the Ardennes, the Pacific, Korea, in the

jungles and paddy fields of Vietnam, the deserts of Iraq
and the mountains of Afghanistan.
When we give thanks for the sacrifice of the brave men
and women who have kept and preserved us as a nation,
we should also give thanks to God who gave them the
strength and the courage they needed.
The reason we are alive today and are enjoying life in
all that this great land has to offer is that God has inspired
ordinary men and women to love their fellow men more
than they love life, itself. And as Jesus Christ said,
"Greater love hath no man than this, that he lay down his
life for his friends." GPHX

Pray for your life – it works

Folks who have gotten out of the habit of saying their
prayers frequently feel self-conscious and embarrassed
about taking it up again. But it's vitally important to make
the effort -- and by no means solely for the sake of your
spiritual health.
Recent scientific studies show that prayer is good for your
physical health as well. Patients who are on prayer lists
and are regularly prayed for tend to do very much better
than those who are not.
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Funnily, enough, it makes no difference whether or
not the people doing the praying know the people they
are praying for. The recovery rates improve all the
same -- so don't assume that just because you don't
know the person you are praying, God doesn't either.
The moral to the story is that even if you don't know
some people named on our parish prayer list, don't
omit them from your prayers. God knows them all, and
your entreaties on their behalf will most certainly help.
Meanwhile, don't forget to pray for yourself. Even if you
are so pressured you don't know what time of day it is,
you can still say the prayer written in the 17th Century
by an English soldier just before going into battle: O
Lord, thou knowest how busy I shall be this day. If I
forget thee, do not, thou, forget me. AMEN.
FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

The Vacation Bible School

St Stephen's Vacation Bible School will run on the
afternoons of Monday, June 25th to Friday, June 29th
from 1.00 PM to 4.00 PM. It is open to children from
four to 11. The theme for this year's event will be "Jesus
is our superhero." We are asking for a nominal $20
contribution per child to help defray costs.

Calendar of Events
WEEKLY
Monday, 6.30pm: Bridge Club
Thursday, 10am: Knitting Circle
Friday, 10.30am: Bible Study
MONTHLY & SPECIAL

The Vestry Meeting
Wednesday, June 20th, 7.00 pm

The Ladies Who Lunch

Wednesday, June 20th 12.00 pm
For information: Call Sara Douglas
at 410-560-9026

The Vacation Bible School
June 25th to June 29th, 1.00 PM - 4.00 PM
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