
  It might be reasonable enough if the "belief shoppers" were 
actually seeking enlightenment – a clearer understanding of the 
Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Faith. A few probably are engaged 
in such a quest. But experience tends to show that many of them 
are doing nothing of the sort. 
  Many, in fact, are hunting around for the best deal on sin.
  Clergy can usually recognize them by their first question: "Do 
you believe adultery/sexism/lying to a federal grand jury/eating 
tofu/membership in PETA/cruelty to animals/gun ownership, 
etc., etc is a sin?"
  It is important to note that these people don't actually want to 
know what the Scriptures have to say on the matter. They aren't 
seeking enlightenment. They have made up their minds already.
  What they're looking for is a parson who will agree with what 
ever they deem to be "sinful" or "non-sinful." Come up with the 
wrong answer, that's the last you'll see of them. They are off 
once again on the eternal quest for an obliging pastor who thinks 
the way they do.
 This consumer-oriented approach to the faith offers rich fields 
of endeavor for clergymen with none too many scruples. Sadly, 
however, honest parsons have a much tougher time.
  The problem is that defining sin isn't the clergy's job at all. It is 

God who defines sin – and he did that many thousands of years 
ago. You'll find his ideas on the subject in a handy little 
consumers' guide called The Bible.
  The truth is that it doesn't matter a hang what I, or any other 
human being, thinks about sin. The only opinion we need to 
worry about is God's. 
  If God approves of something, there's no need to ponder any 
further. But if he says that something is sinful, believe me, there 
is nothing that I, or anybody else can say – or do – to change the 
situation. 
  There are, however, basic facts about sins and sinners that 
Christians need to bear constantly in mind. First and foremost, 
we are all, without exception, sinners. Indeed, the more saintly 
we become, the more painfully we become aware of it.
  No less important, in considering the matter, we need to 
remember that sins of spirit – not least uncharity and unkindness 
– are generally much more serious than sins of the flesh.  The 
corollary of this rule is that there is no merit to be gained from 

Parish Prayer List
Our Prayer Chain offers prayer daily for people on the Prayer 
List as well as the guests of the Joseph Richey Hospice. To 
add a name to the prayer list, or to the visiting list, or to join 
the Prayer Chain, ring the parish office on 410 560 6776.
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FOR RECOVERY:  Peter, Charlotte, Dorothy, Rodney, June, 
Sarah, Betsy, Edie, Alan, Terry, Helen, Linda, John, Judy, 
Neal, Aida, Stephen, Nathan, Hobie, Betty, Helen, Eunice, 
RobertX, David, Jan, Susie, Sophia, Bobby, Lee, Cary, Cour 
Marie, Jim, Joanna, Kendall, Ian, Gloria, June, John, David, 
Adrian, Tom, Michell, Aida, Mai, Al, Kathy, Jack, Lewey, 
Stephen, Pamela, Isobel, Judy, Elizabeth, Wade & Michael✠
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FOR LIGHT, STRENGTH & GUIDANCE:  Stephen, Melba, 
Sam, Vinnie, Doug, Ian, Lisa, Carey, Cindy, Jacob, Casey , 
Beth, Erin, Aubery & Kathy
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ON ACTIVE SERVICE: Lt Alex Bursi, Capt. Charles Bursi, 
Lt Nicholas Clouse, USN; Lt Col. Harry Hughes; MSGT 
Michael Holter, USAF; Cpt Fiodor Strikovski, US Army. 
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FROM THE RECTOR 

Technological advance has 
radically changed ministry 
Today’s rapid pace of technological advance has changed life 
in the parsonage just as radically as it has changed the secular 
workplace. And, as in the secular world, the most profound 
changes in the nature of parochial work have been wrought by 
the computer, the cell telephone and the automobile. 
  Computers have radically changed the way we communicate – 
by no means always for the better. Sure, it’s much easier to 
publish parish newsletters and the like, but e-mail enables 
people to send ill-considered and uncharitable messages even 
more swiftly than by the fax machine.
  Cell phones, theoretically at least, ensure we are never out of 
touch with our parishes. It means that usually we can be 
reached quite easily in an emergency, but it also means we can 
be reached equally easily by colleagues who just want to 
gossip. As a consequence, time to think is a shrinking 
commodity. 
  But, of all things, the car has produced the most far-reaching 
change in the parson's life. Anglican parsons frequent drive a 
very high annual mileage.  It reflects the radical changes that 
late 20th/early 21st Century life styles have imposed on our 
parishes.  Indeed, in the years before our assistants arrived, I 
frequently notched up more than 25,000 miles annually.
  Parishes today mirror the styles and personal tastes of their 
members to a far greater degree than they ever have before, 
thanks largely to the automobile and urban flight.
  When folks lived in cities and could walk to the corner store 
without getting mugged, they attended their local church and 
accepted without much complaint about what was offered. In 
this way, families who were frequently on the move 
experienced the whole gamut of Anglican expression: "High 
and crazy: Low and lazy, broad and hazy." 
  Nowadays things are vastly different. For all we complain 
about our road system, on the average Sunday half-an-hour's 
travel takes us from one side of the city to the other. And this 
remarkable mobility, coupled with attitudes molded in the 
crucible of modern consumerism, have radically changed the 
face of church going. 
  Today people are less likely to put up with things that are not 
to their taste – whether in the realms of fashion, food or 
religion. Today people tend to look for a church to join in much 
the same way they would go about buying a car or a house, or 
even the weekend's groceries: They shop around for the best 
deal. . .
  Aesthetic considerations rank high on some folks' shopping 
lists. There are liturgical connoisseurs who seek a certain 
flamboyance – colorful vestments, smells and bells, armies of 
acolytes. Others, by contrast, are into stark austerity. For them, 
the Geneva gown and unadorned Holy Table reign supreme.
  That's cool, as my children used to say. Tastes vary. But it is  , 
worth remembering that it is God we are trying to please in our 
acts of worship. Thus, it is his taste that counts – not our own. 
Shopping for liturgical satisfaction is one thing. Shopping for 
convenience of belief, however, is quite another. Even so it is 
what large numbers of people are doing.



direction of the nation from both the pulpit and the pew,” 
says Ed Stetzer, Lifeway's president.
  “Ten years ago we were talking about who would win the 
culture war, and now we’re talking about how will Christian 
rights be protected after the culture war. We’ve lost our home 
field advantage.” This “home field advantage” is the subject 
of this year’s Lenten Series. 
  America’s unique national culture was, from the very 
beginning, forged by the Christian faith. This year’s Lenten 
Series will explore the way in which Christianity founded, 
shaped and molded our republic – socially, artistically, legally 
and politically. 
   The five part series begins at about 6.45 pm, after Evening 
Prayer, on Wednesday, February 21st and will conclude on 
Wednesday, March 21st. Each hour-long presentation, will be 
self-contained. 
   As usual we will be offering just food for thought, but food 
for the body as well – hearty soup, the best bread in 
Baltimore and beverages. 
   Over the past few years, hundreds of instances of religious 
persecution have been documented in the U.S. And the 
targets have been exclusively Christians.  Please join us to 
study issues that affects Christians of every persuasion. 
GPHX
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St Stephen’s Anglican Church
11856 Mays Chapel Road, Timonium, MD 21093
Office: 410 560 6776  ·  Rectory: 443-425-2420

Pastoral Care: 410 252 8674

www.ststeve.com

The Rev. Canon Guy P Hawtin, Rector
The Venerable Michael Kerouac, Vicar  

The Rev. Michael Belt and The Rev. John Novicki,
& The Rev. Robert Ludwig, Associate Rectors

The Rev. M Wiley Hawks, Pastoral Care Chaplain
Mrs Happy Riley, Director of Pastoral Care & Wedding 

Coordinator

SUNDAY SERVICES
8am: Said Eucharist 

9.15am: Sung Eucharist (with Nursery & Church School)
11am: Choral Mattins (1st Sunday: Sung Eucharist)

6pm: Choral Evensong (as announced) – 
evensong.ststeve.com

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday, 6pm: Evening Prayer
Friday, 12 noon: Healing Eucharist
Saturday, 5pm: Family Eucharist

Calendar of Events
WEEKLY

 Monday, 6.30pm:   Bridge Club
 Thursday, 10am:   Knitting Circle
 Friday, 10.30am:   Bible Study

MONTHLY & SPECIAL

Lenten Series continues
Wednesday, March 14th 6,45 pm

Afternoon Tea
Thursday March 15th 2.00 pm

The Vestry Meeting
Wednesday, March 21st, 7.00 pm 

The Ladies Who Lunch
Barrett's Grill - Hunt Valley Towne Centre

Wednesday, March 21st 12.00 pm
 Details: Call Sara Douglas  410-560-9026

resisting sins to which one is not tempted. 
  The fact of the matter is that it isn’t the Church’s job to define 
sin. The Church’s business is the forgiveness of sins -- and 
that's a horse of an entirely different color. GPHX

THE LENTEN SERIES

Christianity’s role in forging
our Constitution and culture
Love him or loathe him, President Ronald Reagan is 
remembered for his pithy observations about the state of the 
nation – and none, it turns out, more chillingly prescient than: 
“If we ever forget that we are one nation under God, then we 
will be a nation gone under.” 
  Judged by the cultural shambles in which we currently live, 
America’s 40th President was speaking no less than the truth. 
That, at least seems to be the conclusion to be drawn from a 
survey by LifeWay Research, the research arm of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
  According to LifeWay, the culture war may be lost and 
religious liberty might not be that far behind.  
  Some 70 percent of senior pastors at Protestant churches say 
religious liberty is on the decline in the United States, while 59 
percent of Christians believe they are losing the culture war and 
11 percent considers it already lost.
  The survey’s findings raise “grave concerns about the moral 


