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A parish in the classical Anglican tradition

FROM THE RECTOR

The high price of forsaking
our Christian principles

Unpredictable weather in our corner of Maryland makes it
difficult to plan a Lenten Series. This year we studied the
deep-seated Christian foundations that undergird our culture
and constitution. The final part discussed the abandonment of
those basic principles – a subject eloquently illustrated by an
article published in the Washington Times newspaper by
Everett Piper, president of Oklahoma Wesleyan University. It is
reprinted with kind permission of the Washington Times.
Professor Piper is also the author of “Not A Day Care: The
Devastating Consequences of Abandoning Truth” (Regnery
2017). GPHX
“The Lottery” is a classic short story written by Shirley
Jackson in 1948. It’s the tale of a rural, farming community in
America of about three hundred residents. The town seems
normal by all accounts as it prepares for a traditional,
harvest-time event known as The Lottery.
Each year the name of every family is written on a piece of
paper and securely stored in a locked box. On the morning of
the annual gathering, the heads of each household draw from
the box until a paper slip with a black spot is extracted. One of
these clans is that of the “Hutchensons.”
Upon “winning” this first phase of the lottery, each member
of the Hutchinson family joins the father to select another slip
of paper out of another box until one member of that family —
the mother, named Tessie — draws a piece of paper with the
final black spot on it.
In spite of her cries, the townspeople, including her own
husband and children, pick up rocks and stone her to death to
ensure a more prosperous harvest.
For some 70 years, “The Lottery” has rightly been included
in many literary anthologies for its shocking portrayal of the
power of groupthink and the human inclination to accept evil.
For more than 30 years beginning in 1970, English professor
Kay Haugaard used the story to spur corresponding discussions
in her literature class at Pasadena City College. Ms. Haugaard
says she could always count on some common reactions:
“Everyone thought it was scary because, as someone
inevitably said, ‘The characters seem just like regular people —
you know, like us!’”
“The story always impressed the class with the insight that I
felt the author had intended: the danger of just ‘going along’
with something habitually, without examining its rationale and
value.
“In spite of the changes that I had witnessed over the years in
anthologies and in students’ writing, Jackson’s message about
blind conformity always spoke to my students’ sense of right
and wrong.”
Then in the 1990s, something started to change dramatically in
how her students responded to the sobering tale. Rather than
being horrified by it, some claimed they were bored by it,
while others thought the ending was “neat.”
When Ms. Haugaard pressed them for more of their thoughts,
she was appalled to discover that not one student in the class
was willing to say the practice of human sacrifice was morally
wrong!
She describes one interaction with a student, whom
she calls Beth:
Are you asking me if I believe in human sacrifice?’ Beth
responded thoughtfully, as though seriously considering all
aspects of the question. ‘Well, yes,’ I managed to say. ‘Do you
think that the author approved or disapproved of this ritual?’
“I was stunned: This was the [young] woman who wrote so
passionately of saving the whales, of concern for the rain
forests, of her rescue and tender care of a stray dog. ‘I really
don’t know,’ said Beth; ‘If it was a religion of long standing,
[who are we to judge]?’”
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“For a moment, I couldn’t even respond,” reports Ms. Haugaard.
“This woman actually couldn’t seem to bring herself to say
plainly that she was against human sacrifice. My classes of a few
years before would have burst into nervous giggles at the
suggestion. This class was calmly considering it.”
At one point, a student explained she had been taught not to
judge, and if this practice worked for them, who was she to argue
differently.Appalled by the student’s moral indifference, Ms.
Haugaard concludes, “Today, for the first time in my thirty years
of teaching, I looked my students in the eye and not one of them
in my class could tell me that this society, this cultural behavior
was a bad thing.”
Not one of these students would say human sacrifice is wrong?
The whole point of “The Lottery” is to show the dangers of
blindly following bad ideas. But Ms. Haugaard’s students had
been taught that labels like good and evil, sacred and sinful, no
longer applied as absolutes — and they responded accordingly.
They had been taught that to assign moral values to actions was,
in itself, wrong.
You may be tempted to conclude that this is an extreme
anecdote and that this doesn’t happen anywhere else but in the

Holy Week Schedule

25 March through 1 April
Palm Sunday
8 am: Said Eucharist
9.15 am: Choral Eucharist
11 am: Choral Eucharist
Holy Monday
6 pm: Said Eucharist
Holy Tuesday
6 pm: Said Eucharist
Spy Wednesday
6 pm: Said Eucharist
Maundy Thursday
7pm: Choral Eucharist & Stripping of the Altar
Good Friday
12 noon: The Seven Last Words from the Cross
3.30 pm: Children’s Way of the Cross
6 pm: Communion of the Presanctified
Holy Saturday
7pm: The Great Vigil of Easter
Easter Day
8 am: Said Eucharist
9.15 am: Choral Eucharist
followed by Easter Egg Hunt (for children 9 and under)
11 am: Choral Eucharist

politically correct meccas of Berkeley, Brown or Pasadena. Don’t be.
As a university president, I can assure you that if you were to
conduct this same exercise today on campuses in heartland
America, you would get the exact same blank stares of amorality
that Professor Haugaard got on the crazy shores of the Left Coast
some 30 years ago.
Remember this story the next time someone tells you it “doesn’t
matter what you believe as long as it works for you.” Remember
this when you hear, “that’s ‘just your opinion.” Remember this
when the “tolerant” tell you they can’t tolerate your intolerance.
Remember this the next time anyone says, “Who are you to judge?”
Remember this story and pray.
Pray: “God help us.”
FROM THE PARISH LIFE COMMITTEE

Potted Plant fundraiser

The Parish Life committee is having a fund raiser this spring for
St. Stephen’s Church. Order forms for potted plants for the garden,
patio or balcony are in the Cadwalader Room. Order by April 9,
and pick up at church on May 4th and May 5th 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.

Parish Prayer List

Our Prayer Chain offers prayer daily for people on the Prayer List as well as the guests of the Joseph Richey Hospice. To add a name to the prayer list, or to
the visiting list, or to join the Prayer Chain, ring the parish office on 410 560 6776.

FOR RECOVERY: Anne, Priscilla, MichaelX, Peter, Charlotte, Bryan, Dorothy, Rodney, June, Sarah, Betsy, Edie, Alan, Terry, Helen,
Linda, John, Judy, Neal, Aida, Stephen, Nathan, Hobie, Betty, Helen, Eunice, RobertX, David, Jan, Susie, Sophia, Bobby, Lee, Cary, Cour
Marie, Jim, Joanna, Kendall, Ian, Gloria, June, John, David, Adrian, Tom, Michell, Aida, Mai, Al, Kathy, Jack, Lewey, Stephen, Pamela,
Isobel, Judy, Elizabeth, Wade, Michael✠, Priscilla & Annie
FOR LIGHT, STRENGTH & GUIDANCE: Stephen, Melba, Sam, Vinnie, Doug, Ian, Lisa, Carey, Cindy, Jacob, Casey , Beth, Erin,
Aubery & Kathy
ON ACTIVE SERVICE: Lt Alex Bursi, Capt. Charles Bursi, Lt Nicholas Clouse, USN; Lt Col. Harry Hughes; MSGT Michael Holter,
USAF; Cpt Fiodor Strikovski, US Army.
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SUNDAY SERVICES
8am: Said Eucharist
9.15am: Sung Eucharist (with Nursery & Church School)
(3rd Sunday Choral Eucharist)
11am: Choral Mattins (1st Sunday: Sung Eucharist)
6pm: Choral Evensong (as announced) – evensong.ststeve.com
WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday, 6pm: Evening Prayer
Friday, 12 noon: Healing Eucharist
Saturday, 5pm: Family Eucharist

Calendar of Events
WEEKLY
Monday, 6.30pm: Bridge Club
Tuesday, 7am: Fellowship Breakfast (Nautilus Diner)
Thursday, 10am: Knitting Circle
Friday, 10.30am: Bible Study
MONTHLY & SPECIAL

National Church & Overseas
Missions Sundays
April 8th, 15th, 22nd & 28th

The Vestry Meeting
Wednesday, March 27th, 7.00 pm

The Ladies Who Lunch
Wednesday, April 18th 12.00 pm
Details: Call Sara Douglas 410-560-9026

Easter Flowers For St Stephen's Altar
Here is a selection of beautiful spring flowersto decorate the church for Easter Please make your choice and return this form to
the church office with your check by Wednesday March 28th. Flowers may be taken home after the 11.0 am Service
Your Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Lilies Small elite 6" 4-6 blooms @ $10 (# of plants...............) Field Azalea @ $15 (# of plants................)
Hydrangeas Four plus blooms @ $20 (# of plants................) Hiacynths @ $10 (6" pot) (# of plants................)
Tulips @ $10 (6" pot)
(# of plants...............)
Total # of plants _______________ Total amount enclosed _________________
My gift is IN HONOR, IN MEMORY OF, IN THANKSGIVING FOR (please circle)
_______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
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