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FROM THE RECTOR

Shades of 1930s Weimar in
Charlottesville and Berkley

As a student of German history, the recent violence in
Charlottesville, Virginia, evoked disquieting images of
the vicious street battles between the Communists and
the Nazis during the late 1920s and early 1930s.
Back then, however, both Communists and National
Socialists were well versed in the ideologies for which
they were fighting. In Charlottesville and elsewhere in
America, by contrast, self-proclaimed Marxists who
have never read Das Kapital are locked in combat
with self-proclaimed Nazis who have never read Mein
Kampf.
No less unsettling has been the inaction of the civil
authorities both in Charlottesville and, more recently,
in Berkley, California. In a reprise of policies adopted
by the spineless leaders of the Weimar Republic, the
police appear to have been ordered not to intervene to
prevent the violence.
None of this bodes well for the future of our
republic. The consequences of the official inaction in
the face of civil unrest can be seen not only in the
unhappy demise of the Weimar Republic, but in the
similarly violent end of republican Rome some 2,000
years earlier.
Responsibility for the unrest, in fact, ultimately lies
in our failure to take issue with the fashionable
political enthusiasm for "cultural diversity" – in its
current form, a flaccid “feel-good” notion that in no
way represents the spirit that inspired the Statue of
Liberty.
It is a concept that directly contradicts the
sentiments expressed in the magnificent collect "For
our Country" (BCP, Page 36) – a prayer that petitions
God to "fashion into one united people the multitudes
brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues."
The champions of today’s version of “multiculturalism
” are by no means advocating the assimilation of
immigrants from a wide spectrum of disparate peoples
into our unique American culture.
Their aim is not to create one united people out of
many kindreds and tongues, but rather to legitimize
the existence of a wide spectrum of competing interest
groups, some (but by no means all) reflecting racial
and ethnic divisions.
In short, "multiculturalism" is nothing of the kind.
Indeed, the multiculturalist goal is to overthrow the
Western Judeo-Christian culture that forged our nation.
“Multiculturalism” might thus benefit from a modicum
of truth in advertising.
America is, as yet, still a free country – although,
thanks to political correctness, not as free as it once
was. People who live here, however, are still at liberty
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to espouse or reject whatever faith or political persuasion
they choose.
Non-Christians are in no way obliged to convert to the
Christian faith – or even to show respect for it. But before
non-Christians rush to sign-up with the forces of
multiculturalism, they would be wise to consider the
consequences
attendant
on
abandoning
our
Judeo-Christian heritage.
Today’s "Multiculturalism" is based the underlying
proposition that the best of American culture is not
Judeo-Christian in origin, but rather originates from "self
evident truths" common to all cultures. This notion is, in
fact, quite nonsensical.
The vast majority of what we consider to be American
virtues – equality before the law, equality of opportunity,
honesty, hard work, self-sacrifice, openhandedness and
the like – plainly represent a synthesis of Judeo-Christian
values.
Take, for example, the presumption of innocence that

Parish Prayer List

Our Prayer Chain offers prayer daily for people on the Prayer
List as well as the guests of the Joseph Richey Hospice. To
add a name to the prayer list, or to the visiting list, or to join
the Prayer Chain, ring the parish office on 410 560 6776.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------FOR RECOVERY: Peter, June, Sarah, Betsy, Edie, Alan,
Terry, Helen, Linda, John, Judy, Neal, Aida, Stephen, Nathan,
Hobie, Betty, Helen, Eunice, RobertX, David, Jan, Susie,
Sophia, Bobby, Lee, Cary, Cour Marie, Jim, Joanna, Kendall,
Ian, Gloria, June, John, David, Adrian, Tom, Michell, Aida,
Mai, Al, Kathy, Jack, Lewey, Stephen, Pamela, Isobel & Judy
---------------------------------------------------------------------------FOR LIGHT, STRENGTH & GUIDANCE: Stephen, Melba,
Sam, Vinnie, Doug, Ian, Lisa, Carey, Cindy, Jacob, Casey ,
Beth, Erin and Aubery
---------------------------------------------------------------------------ON ACTIVE SERVICE: Lt Alex Bursi, Capt. Charles Bursi,
Lt Nicholas Clouse, USN; Lt Col. Harry Hughes; MSGT
Michael Holter, USAF; Cpt Fiodor Strikovski, US Army.

underlies our criminal justice system. Many, if not most,
Americans seem to think that it is only natural for a
person who has been arrested and charged with a crime to
be presumed innocent until they have been proved guilty
"beyond reasonable doubt."
Actually there is nothing natural about it at all. Nothing
could be more unnatural for a person who has been
arrested for a crime to be considered not guilty. After all,
they were arrested in the first place on at least a modicum
of evidence indicating their guilt.
Presuming a guilty person innocent until the case against
them is proven makes sense only as an act of Christian
charity. Otherwise it is simply chuckle-brained.
Similarly, treating people weaker than oneself, or poorer
than oneself, or more stupid than oneself as equals makes
sense only if one believes that all men and women are
equally beloved in the eyes of the Creator.
To assert that fundamentally unequal people are equal –

outside the realm of the Divine – is simply dishonest.
Unequal people cannot be made equal merely by human
beings asserting it to be the case. Truth, ultimately, will
out.
The mindless espousal of the "multiculturalist” ideology
by so many of our political leaders might explain the
rapid erosion of civility in our society. Indeed, it seems
likely that the rising tide of crime, immorality and
violence is directly connected with the public disavowal
of personal Christian virtues.
Is "multiculturalism" opening the gates to barbarism?
The proof of the pudding will be in the eating. GPHX
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

The Sunday School Expands

With the blessings of increased enrollment, St Stephen’s
Sunday School is expanding the number of classes to
better target the varied needs of our children. Starting on
Sunday, September 10, 2017 classes will be: Babies and
Toddlers (through age 3) teachers: Parent Volunteers and
Kiki Gushue. Primary (ages 4 through 2nd grade)
Teachers: Tracey Collins and Datona Collins. Elementary
(3rd grade to 5th grade) Teacher: Diane Novicki. Tweens
and Teens (Middle Schoolers and up) Teacher: Brock
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Johnson. Fr. John Novicki will continue in his
ministerial and educational leadership role.
FROM THE PARISH LIFE COMMITTEE

Supplies for Mays Chapel School

St Stephen's has again successfully completed the
collection of supplies for our neighborhood school,
Mays Chapel Elementary School. The container in the
Cadwalader room was filled with items to meet the
back-to-school needs of the less fortunate children in
our community. In addition to traditional supplies such
as backpacks, notebooks, pens and pencils, donations
included baby wipes, gallon and quart re-sealable
plastic bags, Post-It notes, and paper towels.
FROM THE KNITTING CIRCLE

Have a ball on Thursdays

Are the cares of the world weighing on your
shoulders?
Here's a way to relax in friendly and
interesting company and acquire, or simply improve, a
useful skill that not only calms the fevered brow.
Join us in the parish library on Thursdays at 10.00
AM. Can't knit? Cindie Baker, one of our most
experienced knitters will teach you. Just set the time
and place and she'll get you started. You'll have a ball.

Calendar of Events
WEEKLY
Monday, 6.30pm: Bridge Club
Tuesday, 7am: Fellowship Breakfast (Nautilus Diner)
Thursday, 10am: Knitting Circle
Friday, 10.30am: Bible Study
MONTHLY & SPECIAL

The Annual Parish Picnic
1.00 pm Sunday, September 3rd,
at 13201 Dulaney Valley Road, Glen Arm

The Ladies Who Lunch

Wednesday, September 20th. Pappas Restaurant, 550 Cranbrook
Road, Cockeysville. To reserve: Call Sara Douglas 410-560-9026

Youth Play Group
Sundays, following the 9.15 AM Eucharist
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