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FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

Vacation Bible School starts
on June 19th: Register now !

The Sunday School is calling for every child in the
neighborhood to put on “The Armor of God” this summer at St
Stephen’s Vacation Bible School. It starts on June 19th and runs
to June 23rd. Every “new squire” will learn the Shield of Faith,
the Shoes of Readiness, the Helmut of Salvation, the Breastplate
of Righteousness, the Belt of Truth and the Sword of the
Spirit!!!
VBS runs from 9:00AM-12:00PM-Monday thru Friday.
Snacks will be provided. There will be crafts, water play, and
games. The cost is $20 per child. Please call the church office
to register or see one of the Sunday school teachers. Hope to
see your child at this faith-filled adventure!!!! DIANE NOVICKI
FROM THE RECTOR

An age eerily reminiscent
of Germany in the 1930s

As a parish priest I do not involve myself in politics. This
parish prays for the nation’s president and our state’s governor
personally by name, no matter the political party to which they
belong.
If you happen to disagree with them politically, that’s all the
more reason to ask God to guide them into the paths of
righteousness. After all, God is neither capitalist nor socialist.
Nor, for that matter, does he especially favor Republicans,
Democrats or Libertarians.
That said there are certain political activities a parish priest
cannot ignore – and the ugliness and violence that has
followed the presidential election falls into that category.
Indeed, it should appall decent people of all political stripes.
For it is utterly at odds with the vision of our founding fathers
and America’s time-honored understanding of the way our
democratic process works.
Rather, it is eerily reminiscent of the book burnings and the
vicious street battles between the Communists and the Nazis in
Germany during 1920s and 30s that brought Hitler’s Third
Reich into being.
Those of us who lived through the immediate aftermath this
terrible period in world history vividly remember the newsreels
showing fascists shouting down their opponents and destroying
their works – even music. And we no less vividly recall the
communist show trials intended to absolve the guilty and
shame and silence their innocent opponents by imprisonment
and judicial murder.
Distressingly, the behavior of today’s protesters differs from
that of the communist and fascists of the 1930s only in degree.
And it is doubly distressing to see such a rabid rejection of
contrary opinions not merely tolerated, but, in some instances,
actively encouraged on the campuses of some our most
prestigious colleges and universities.
The problem seems in large part to stem from the political
correctness that discourages schools from teaching – and,
above all, requiring – students to behave in a mannerly fashion
to both staff and fellow pupils.
Elementary education is often thought of as the “Three Rs.”
But, in fact, until just a couple of decades ago the most basic
of the subjects in the elementary curriculum was “good
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manners” – for without the respect for others that manners impart
teaching becomes nigh on impossible
My parents, both members of “the greatest generation,” would
never have tolerated the sort of social behavior judged acceptable
by the louche standards of the 21st Century.
They expected girls to strive to be "ladies" and boys "gentlemen."
It was not a matter of class. The status of "gentleman" and "lady”
was not conferred by birth. You either were one – or you were an
oaf.
At the age of 10 or so, for example, in an effort to make me
"speak like a gentleman," the masters at preparatory school worked
hard at ironing out my East Anglian diphthongs and to stop me
saying "oy" instead of "I" and "moy" instead of "my."
Eventually, they succeeded. But mother wasn't vastly impressed.
She believed in the maxim: Handsome is as handsome does. The
measure of a person's worth was not how they spoke, but how they
behaved.
Funnily enough, back in those days, we, kids, really worried
about our reputations. We weren't goody-goodies, of course. Quite
to the contrary. But we lived by a code of conduct that required us
to act like ladies and gentlemen.

Parish Prayer List
Our Prayer Chain offers prayer daily for people on the Prayer List as
well as the guests of the Joseph Richey Hospice. To add a name to the
prayer list, or to the visiting list, or to join the Prayer Chain, ring the
parish office on 410 560 6776.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------FOR RECOVERY: Timothy, Peter, June, Sarah, Betsy, Edie,
Alan, Terry, Helen, Jim, Linda, John, Judy, Neal, Aida, Stephen,
Nathan, Hobie, Betty, Helen, Eunice, Tom, RobertX, David, Jan,
Susie, Sophia, Bobby, Lee, Cary, Cour Marie, Joanna, Kendall,
Ian, Gloria, June, John, David, Adrian, Michell, Aida, Mai, Al,
Kathy, Don, Gayle & Judy
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------FOR LIGHT, STRENGTH & GUIDANCE: Stephen, Melba,
Sam, Vinnie, Doug, Ian, Lisa, Carey, Cindy, Jacob, Casey , Beth,
Erin and Aubery
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------FOR THE DEPARTED: The victims of the Manchester Bombing
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------FOR THOSE WHO MOURN: Their families and friends
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------ON ACTIVE SERVICE: Lt Alex Bursi, Capt. Charles Bursi, Lt
Nicholas Clouse, USN; Lt Col. Harry Hughes; MSGT Michael
Holter, USAF; Cpt Fiodor Strikovski, US Army

It was not an option to lie your way out of trouble. If you were
rightly accused of a transgression, you admitted the crime
forthrightly and took your punishment without complaint. If
somebody was being punished for something you'd done, you were
morally obliged to own up and take the punishment. To allow
somebody else to suffer for a thing you had done was
contemptible.
It was beneath contempt to fight unfairly. You never fought
anybody smaller or weaker than yourself, no matter how gravely
they might have insulted you. And you never – and I mean never –
hit somebody when they were off guard. If you knocked your
opponent down, you helped him to his feet. Fists were the only
acceptable weapons. You never hurled a stone, or used your feet,
or a stick. If your opponent asked for quarter, it was given
immediately.
As a gentleman, it was an absolute duty to help and protect

people weaker than you. This obligation extended by no means
solely to women and girls. You were equally obliged to aid and
protect the elderly, not to mention boys younger or smaller than
yourself. ‚
The ultimate indication of your worth, however, was the reliance
that could be placed on your word. When you gave your word,
you kept it – no matter how dire the consequences might be. And
you never cheated at little things, like cards, because if you
couldn't be trusted in small things, who would trust you in truly
important matters?
Adults lived by the same rules. Phrases like "women and children
first" were not mere high-flown rhetoric. The history of the two
World Wars and countless civil tragedies, such as the sinking of
the Titanic, provide ample evidence that such principles were
taken seriously. "My word is my bond" was a fundamental
principle in the realm of commerce.
Today such notions seem hopelessly antique. Today, even brides
and grooms-to-be sign prenuptial agreements defining the legal
limits of loving, honoring and cherishing – for how long, and for
how much.
Only 60 years ago such ideas would have been considered
unconscionable. Today they are unremarkable, which gives you an
idea of how far we've come – and how fast. We are materially
richer today than a half century ago, but in all other respects we
are the poorer.
Grandfather Hawtin, admittedly a notable eccentric, dated the

decline of Western Civilization from the day British
municipalities started amending the wording of the signs on
public rest rooms. It was, he observed, not entirely without irony
that standards of personal conduct started to go down the toilet
the moment rest room signs were changed from the traditional
"Ladies" and "Gentlemen" to the politically correct "men" and
"women.”
Be that as it may, are we really happier than we were when
the highest compliment that could be paid to a person was to
be described as a good Christian lady or gentleman? GPHX
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The Rev. Canon Guy P Hawtin, Rector
The Venerable Michael Kerouac, Vicar
The Rev. Michael Belt, The Rev. John Novicki and
The Rev. Robert Ludwig, Associate Rectors
The Rev. M Wiley Hawks, Pastoral Care Chaplain
Mrs Happy Riley, Director of Pastoral Care & Wedding
Coordinator
SUNDAY SERVICES
8am: Said Eucharist
9.15am: Choral Eucharist (with Nursery & Church School)
11am: Choral Mattins (1st Sunday: Sung Eucharist)
6pm: Choral Evensong (as announced) –
evensong.ststeve.com
WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday, 6pm: Evening Prayer
Friday, 12 noon: Healing Eucharist
Saturday, 5pm: Family Eucharist

FROM MITCH & DEVON ROCK

Financial Peace University
Financial Peace University, a presentation of Dave Ramsey
’s video series began last Thursday. Financial Peace
University changes lives through wise money management
focused on building wealth and eliminating debt. Learn how
God’s principles for finance can make a difference in your life
and improve your relationships.
The average person taking this class pays off $5300 and saves
$2700. .The class is hosted by Mitch and Devon Rock
beginning on May 25th at St. Stephen’s. Classes will run every
Thursday for nine weeks. Classes ar free.
For more
Information call Mitch and Devon at (443) 761-1880 or follow
online: http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/classes/1041723

WEEKLY
Monday, 6.30pm: Bridge Club
Tuesday, 7am: Fellowship Breakfast (Nautilus Diner)
Thursday, 10am: Knitting Circle
Friday, 10.30am: Bible Study
MONTHLY & SPECIAL

Evensong

Sunday, June 4th, 6.00 pm

Parish Youth Play Group

Saturday, June 10th, 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm

Ladies Service Award
Recognition Tea

Sunday, June 11th, 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm

The Ladies Who Lunch

Wednesday, June 21st, 12.00 pm - 2.00 pm
Peppermill Restaurant
call Joyce Perlberg to reserve a place 410-252-2680
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