
St Stephen’s News

FROM THE RECTOR 

The Dismal Science and  
the Prophets of Gloom 
Economics was dubbed ‘the Dismal Science’ by the famous Victorian 
historian Dr Thomas Carlyle. It was his response to the economist-
cum-prophet of gloom Thomas Malthus, who claimed that a 
constantly expanding world population would cause perpetual 
shortages of resources and produce widespread misery. 
 Carlyle was well qualified to make judgments about misery. He was     
notoriously unhappily married, and thus something of an expert on the 
subject. 
 Indeed, the marriage was so unhappy, an acquaintance was     
prompted to remark that life would have been better for the Carlyles 
had they married other people. 
 ‘Oh, no,’ responded the other great Victorian, Lord Macauley, a     
confirmed bachelor. ‘It’s much better they married each other. That 
way there’s only two unhappy people rather than four.’ 
 Be that as it may, Carlyle was right on the money when it comes to     
economics, but not because its practitioners are prophets of doom and 
gloom, but rather the reverse. Generically speaking, economists’ 
prognostications rarely seem to come true – certainly not Malthus’ 
dire prophesies. 
 Indeed, a majority of economists whose forecasts are reported in     
the news media these days postulate silver linings on the horizon that 
never materialise. After all, how many times over the past six years 
have economists assured us that the nation is enjoying a recovery 
from the current recession? 
 Oddly, or perhaps not so oddly, the Nobel laureate Dr Milton     
Friedman, arguably one of the Dismal Science’s most successful 
prognosticators, enjoys a high reputation, based on statements most 
ordinary people immediately see as self-evident truths, but which 
seem to elude the grasp of many of his fellow practitioners. 
 (a) ‘There is no such thing as a free lunch.’      
 (b) ‘If you subsidise something, you get more of it.’     
 I rest my case.     
 Actually, it is unfair to imply that economists have a monopoly on     
failed or false prophesy. There are plenty of false prophets in the 
realm of international affairs, for instance. 
 I shall forebear on commenting on the current negotiations between     
the U.S. Administration and the Ayatollahs in Teheran. At the time of 
writing, no agreement had been concluded and no terms had yet been 
published. 
 On the other hand, if you look back to Cold War era, it’s hard to     
find any group of ‘experts’ who could have been more wrong than the 
‘Kremlinologists’ – folks who made their living figuring out what sort 
of mischief the Soviets and their allies were up to. 
 (At this point, truth in advertising compels me to confess that back     
in the late 1960s and early 1970s, I made my living as a 
‘Kremlinologist’. Thus I know that of which I speak.) 
 ‘Kremlinology’ might seem a romantic way to earn a living. The     
word conjures up visions of sinister spies, the rattle of machine guns 
at remote border-crossings, beautiful blonds and exotic restaurants in 
equally exotic cities. 
 Not so, lamentably. Kremlinology was far from romantic. To be     
sure, there were ‘interesting’ opportunities for travel. But, mostly, 
Kremlinologists devoted their lives to pouring over obscure academic 
journals and technical publications. 
 They reached their conclusions by painstakingly analysing abstruse     
industrial statistics, culled from dreary, yawn-provoking dissertations 
on subjects as mundane as cement production, coal shipments and 
steel output or occasionally as esoteric as the extrusion of underwater 
denture adhesive. 
 For all that mind-bending effort, Kremlinologists were by no means     
always right. Back in my day, they were way off track about Soviet 
technology. The consensus was that it was marvellous. In fact, it was 
primitive – almost beyond belief. 

 In any event, we had a very good excuse for being so far off the     
mark. The USSR and its allies were extraordinarily secretive societies. 
They told us absolutely nothing about themselves. More often than 
not they deliberately tried to deceive us. Thus, we had no alternative 
but to guess, and hope we were right. 
 ‘Parsonology’ – a discipline closely related to ‘Kremlinology’ – is     
another ‘science’ whose practitioners enjoy a less than stellar success 
rate comparable with that of economists and Kremlinologists. 
 It’s the science of determining what’s going on in a parson’s mind     
without actually communicating with him. It works on the same lines 
as Kremlinology – albeit on a more modest scale. 
 Kremlinologists dealt with the battlefield performance of the Red     
Army. Parsonologists deal with the rector’s thoughts about, say, the 
Knitting Circle, the mid-week Evening Prayer Service and the Parish 
Life Committee. 

 The methodology seems to be basically the same, judging by the     
results: Many Kremlinologists, for example, forecast that the Soviet 
Union would out-perform America economically and ultimately 
become the world’s sole superpower – a bizarre deduction and wholly 
unwarranted by the USSR’s actual economic performance. 
 Parsonologists, using similar methodology, would probably     
conclude that the rector wants to make the Knitting Circle a Crochet 
Cooperative, have Evening Prayer read in Swahili from beneath the 
font, and encourage the Parish Life Committee to sign a pact in blood 
with Satan to increase Cookie Walk sales. 
 Back in the old days, I often used to wonder what Brezhnev & Co.     
felt about us second-guessing them. Now I know exactly how they 
felt: bemused, befuddled and bewildered. 
 Brezhnev and his cronies, mind you, had only themselves to blame.     
If they had agreed to take our telephone calls, they could have given 
us the straight dope about what was going on in their minds and we 
would have printed it. 
 Parsonologists who would like to be given the straight dope about     
what’s going on in the minds of St Stephen’s clergy need only lift up 
the phone. Better yet, buttonhole us in person.  But be warned: It’s 
likely to be a bit of a let down. Our notions are likely to be rather less 
exotic than folks imagine. 
 It’s salutary to remember that the only prophets with a 100 percent     
record of accuracy are to be found in the Old Testament – Elijah, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, et al. Of course, nobody believed a prediction they 
uttered.  Sic transit gloria mundi!  GPHX
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The Parish Prayer List 
Our Prayer Chain offers prayer daily for people on the Prayer List 
as well as the guests of the Joseph Richey Hospice. To add a name 
to the prayer list, or to the visiting list, or to join the Prayer 
Chain, ring the parish office on 410 560 6776. 

FOR REPOSE OF SOUL:  Pearl Licht, mother of Judy Browne 

FOR RECOVERY:  Hilarie, Jack, Donald, Evelyn, Cal, Finton, 
Edie, Cary, Judy, Julie, Phyllis, Steve, Wendy, Matthew, Adele, 
Starr, Helen, Emily, Marty, Don, Linda, Elizabeth, Cathy, 
William, Dan, Lindsey, Shelby, Rob, Dick, Melissa, Ned, Paula, 
Sandra, Diane, Hobie, Nathan, Francine, Susan, Joanne, Holly, 
Hayley, John 

FOR LIGHT, STRENGTH & GUIDANCE:  Stephen, Melba, 
Scott, Charles, Vinnie, Doug, Rusty, Ian, Lisa, Fritz, Carey 

ON ACTIVE SERVICE: Lt Alex Bursi, Capt. Charles Bursi, 
Lt Nicholas Clouse, USN;  Lt Col. Harry Hughes



Calendar of Events 
WEEKLY 

Mondays, 6.30pm:   Bridge Club 
Tuesdays, 7am:   Fellowship Breakfast (Nautilus Diner) 
Wednesdays, 6.30pm:   Silly Summer Suppers 
Thursdays, 10am:   Knitting Circle 
Fridays, 10.30am:   Bible Study 

MONTHLY & SPECIAL 

Tuesday, 21 July, 2.00–7.30pm: 
Red Cross Blood Drive 

Thursday, 6 August, 2pm: 
Afternoon Tea (two weeks earlier!) 

Wednesday, 19 August, 12noon: 
The Ladies Who Lunch meet at Pappa’s

St Stephen’s Anglican Church 
11856 Mays Chapel Road, Timonium, MD 21093 

Office: 410 560 6776  ·  Rectory: 410 665 1278 
Pastoral Care: 410 252 8674 

www.ststeve.com 

The Ven. Canon Guy P. Hawtin, Rector 
The Ven. Michael Kerouac, Vicar 

The Rev. Michael Belt, The Rev. John Novicki, Associate Rectors 
The Rev. Mr M. Wiley Hawks, Deacon  ·  Adric, Magister Chori 
Mrs Happy Riley, Director of Pastoral Care & Wedding Coordinator 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
8am: Said Eucharist  

9.15am: Choral Eucharist (with Nursery & Church School) 
11am: Choral Mattins (1st Sunday: Sung Eucharist) 

6pm: Choral Evensong (as announced: evensong.ststeve.com) 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 
Wednesday, 6pm: Evening Prayer 
Friday, 12 noon: Healing Eucharist 

Saturday, 5pm: Family Eucharist
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FROM THE PARISH TEA PARTY 

August Afternoon Tea arrives early 
We continue to serve our popular Afternoon Teas throughout the 
summer months on the Third Thursday of the month at 2pm. Next 
month, however, the Tea will move ahead two weeks to 6 August. A 
sign-up sheet will be available in the church office, or you can contact 
Anne Hawkins on 410.913.7405  or anne.hawkins@me.com 

FROM THE PARISH CHEFS 

Silly Summer Suppers are in full swing 
Each Wednesday at 6.30pm through September 9th the chefs of St 
Stephen’s are serving the 2015 series of Silly Summer Suppers. 
 It’s hard to think of a less appropriate name than ‘Silly Summer     
Suppers’ for these remarkable gastronomic events. The food is 
absolutely scrumptious – and there is plenty of it. Actually, the only 
thing silly about these suppers is the price – entrée, dessert and salad 
for just $10. Soda costs a buck, and wine is $3 per glass or $5 for two. 
 By the way, if you are handy in the kitchen (or even if you are not)     
you are welcome to join our team of volunteer chefs. In fact, if you 
decide to do so, you’ll be welcomed with open arms. When you come 
to think about it, cooking your way to heaven isn’t such a bad idea. 

ON THE KALENDAR 

St Osmund 
St Osmund was a Norman nobleman who accompanied William the 
Conqueror to England, where he was eventually consecrated second 
bishop of Salisbury (actually, Old Sarum). Osmund made a number of 
contributions to the early English church. First, he oversaw the 
construction of the Old Sarum cathedral, which was consecrated in 
1092, fourteen years after his own episcopal consecration. Second, he 
set a standard for a cathedral organisation, modelled on Norman 
practice, describing the duties of the dean, precentor, chancellor, 
treasurer, canons (priests), sub-dean, and succentor. But perhaps his 
greatest contribution was the formation of the Sarum Use. Other uses 
existed at the time (such as those at York, Hereford, Bangor, and 
Lincoln), but the Sarum Use – which specified the rites for the Divine 
Office and the Mass, and regulated the Kalendar – was soon adopted 
throughout England, Wales, and Ireland, eventually making its way to 
Scotland in 1250. 
 The feast of St Osmund is 16 July, although the reason for that date     
is obscure: Osmund died in the wee hours of 4 December 1099 
(4 December is the feast day noted in Butler’s Lives of the Saints), and 
his remains were translated from Old Sarum to New Salisbury on 
23 July 1457.


