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X  In the Name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost. AMEN X  

 
One of the irritating things about God is that 
he hasn’t made easy for us Christians to 
spread the Gospel of redemption. I don’t 
mean that it is difficult to stand up in front a 
bunch of people you don’t know and tell 
them about Jesus. Of course, it is difficult. 
Baring you soul about anything is difficult – 
whether it be your faith, your politics or 
your feelings. 
What’s really difficult is explaining to non-
Christians – and, indeed, to many folks who 
consider themselves Christians – what the 
world might consider to be certain rather 
eccentric teachings that lie at the core of the 
Christian faith. The first is that we are going 
to be resurrected in the flesh – or as Job put 
it: “Yet in my flesh shall I see God.”  
This has been a stumbling block from the 
outset. Most people in the first century, like 
many today, didn’t have any problem with 
the notion of an “after life.” In fact, most 
religions espoused it. But the “after life” 
they espoused was a spiritual after life – life 
as a ghost, so to speak. Now there’s a certain 
attraction to wafting around as a spirit. 
Spirits, we assume, don’t have “fleshly” 
feelings. They don’t get hungry, for 
instance. They don’t worry about money or 
the opposite sex. They just float about 
thinking beautiful thoughts. (Little boys are, 
no doubt, enchanted with the notion of 
floating through walls and scaring people. 
But I digress . . .) 

But the concept of being resurrected in the 
flesh raises some very difficult questions. 
For starters, there’s the question of space: 
Where on earth is God going to put us all? 
How can I be resurrected if I’ve been 
cremated and there’s nothing left but ashes. I 
wish I were better looking; will I still look 
the same?  
Actually, the Bible deals with all these 
questions: First, God created us as corporal 
beings. Our bodies are an essential part of 
our persona because that’s the way God 
wants us to be. Furthermore, God is infinite 
and eternal, thus he has an infinite amount 
of space at his disposal. Lastly, our new 
bodies will be perfect bodies like that of 
Jesus Christ after his resurrection. We will 
still be perfectly recognizable. And, that’s 
the point, because we shall look as God 
made us and intended us to look, not as we, 
and the fallen world in which we live, have 
made us.  
The other even greater stumbling block is 
reflected in the Feast of the Church we are 
celebrating today: that of the Holy Trinity. 
The Trinitarian nature of God was a major 
problem for the Jews from the very outset. 
And hardly surprisingly, because the Shema 
Yisrael, the first two words of the fourth 
verse of the sixth chapter of Deuteronomy, 
is the name of the perpetually repeated 
prayer that encapsulates the monotheistic 
essence of Judaism: "Hear, O Israel: the 
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LORD our God, is one LORD. And thou 
shalt love the LORD thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength."  
And if the Trinity was a perpetual stumbling 
block for the Jews, it presented similar 
difficulties for the early Church. Indeed, the 
Council of Nicea (which gave us the Nicene 
Creed) was convened in 325 AD to settle the 
matter once and for all.  But while it gave us 
the orthodox understanding of God’s 
Trinitarian being, the Council failed to settle 
the matter entirely. Indeed arguments about 
the nature of God’s being continue to this 
day. 
Through Holy Scripture we are taught that 
God has one divine nature that is shared in 
perfect love and harmony by three divine 
persons. While New Testament record 
completes this revelation, there is also 
strong evidence for it in the Old Testament. 
Indeed, the Holy Trinity makes its 
appearance in the first three verses of 
Genesis – “God created the heaven and the 
earth . . . the Spirit of God moved on the 
face of the waters . . . and God [“The Word” 
as John called Jesus] said “Let their be 
light.” 
Furthermore, the Holy Trinity – in the form 
of three men – visit Abraham while he is 
camping by the Terebinth trees (oak trees, I 
believe) at Mamre shortly before the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.  As a 
consequence, the Trinity is depicted in 
ancient Orthodox Icons as three rather 
distinguished looking fellows in long white 
garments, sitting companionably on a bench. 
We are, to coin an expression, “unitarian 
beings” – namely a single human person 
occupying one human nature. And because 
of this, coupled with our natural self-
absorption, it makes conceiving of a 
Trinitarian being rather difficult. And it’s 
not just ordinary folks who experience this 
difficulty. Luminaries like Ralph Waldo 
Emerson had exactly the same problem.   

But the fact that some of our great 
intellectuals had – and still have – trouble 
coming to terms with the Holy Trinity 
doesn’t mean that it cannot be so. God told 
Isaiah: “My ways are not your ways, and my 
thoughts are not your thoughts.” And one of 
the ways in which he differs from us is in his 
Trinitarian nature. 
Actually, we, in this day and age, should be 
able to conceive of a Trinitarian being far 
more easily than in ages past. We, for 
example, have the testimony of modern 
science and its literary associate, science 
fiction. We humans, for example, are 
carbon-based life forms, but we know that it 
is possible, in theory at least, that non-
carbon life forms could exist: silicon-based 
life forms, for example. Thus if silicon life 
forms are possible, why should not the 
existence of a Trinitarian life form be 
equally feasible? 
To be sure, a Trinitarian life form would 
necessarily be vastly different from us – not 
least, its/their collective intellect would be 
infinitely greater than ours. Moreover, the 
three persons sharing the single nature could 
only exist in perfect harmony. Were it 
anything other than perfect, they would tear 
themselves to pieces. And for perfect 
harmony to exist, there must also be perfect 
love. 
Certainly this very modest understanding 
doesn’t make the nature of the Holy Trinity 
very much less mysterious. Indeed, it is a 
mystery we shall never unravel this side of 
the Pearly Gates. But the fact that perfect 
harmony and love are necessary for the 
Trinity’s existence, explains at least one 
great mystery: Why God so loves the world 
he created, he gave his only begotten Son to 
the end that all who believe in him should 
not perish but have everlasting life. AMEN  
 
To the only wise God, our Saviour, be glory 
and majesty dominion and power, both now 

and forever. AMEN. 


