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Thomas F. Cadwalder, Jr., a retired insurance executive, had served as 
vestryman for a number of Baltimore’s Episcopal Churches,  before 
helping to found St. Stephen’s.  He was the parish’s grass root, a mine of 
vital information and useful advice. 

Tom exemplified the Christian gentleman – generous to a fault, 
unfailingly kind and a faithful friend.  Born in 1912, he was a direct 
descendant of Arthur Middleton, a signer of the Declaration of 
Independence,  and General John Cadwalader, a friend of George 
Washington and the commander of the Pennsylvania troops in the 1776 
campaign. 

He attended Calvert School, the Gilman Country School and graduated 
from the University of Pennsylvania. Acclaimed as a player of soccer and 
lacrosse,  he was also a keen horseman.  In later life, his prowess at tennis 
earned him medals in tennis at the 1999 Senior Olympics and he played 
year round until his 94th year. 

Tom was called to active duty 1941 with the famous 29th Division. On 
D-Day, as an artillery captain, he was the liaison officer with the Second 
Battalion 115th Infantry on Omaha Beach,  Normandy. He was wounded in 
action next day while acting as forward artillery observer. 

He was awarded the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart.   Tom remained 
with the National Guard after the war and retired in 1958 as a colonel, 
having modestly declined to accept retirement promotion to the rank of 
brigadier.  He passed away in September 2007.

A retired first grade teacher, Miss Mary Stuart Barnhart joined St. 
Stephen’s soon after it was founded. However, judging by her formidable 
investigative abilities, education’s gain was definitely the police 
department’s loss. 

Mary tracked down, and covered the cost of restoring, St. Stephen’s 
magnificent altar, which, in the late 1890s, had been presented by her 
family to St.  Matthew’s Church,  Sparrows Point,  in memory of her aunt 
Mary A. Owings, who died tragically young, in 1891.

St. Matthew’s was demolished by Bethlehem Steel to make way for 
millions of dollars in upgrades and improvements to the Sparrows Point 
shipbuilding and steel making facility.  After is demolition, the memorial 
altar and stained glass windows were shipped off to other parishes.

In 1990, when planning was under way for construction of our new 
parish church, Mary launched a search for her family altar.  She was told, 
in no uncertain terms that she was on a fool’s errand. More than 30 years 
had passed since St. Matthew’s demolition and nobody knew to which 
parish the altar had been presented. 

But Mary was implacable.  First she traced St. Matthew’s stained glass 
windows to a church near Bel Air,  Maryland. Its rector told her that a 
silver flagon her family had presented to St.  Matthew’s had been given to 
St. John’s, Glyndon.

The Rector of St. John’s returned the flagon to Mary, but there was no 
trace at of the altar at the church. Eventually,  Mary tracked it down to the 
Rosewood Center for the severely developmentally disabled. There she 
discovered the altar in a vast warehouse.  It was in deplorable shape – 
filthy, with splintered wood and stove in marquetry – apparently quite 
beyond repair. 

This verdict,  however,  reckoned without the skill of the irascible 
Commander Donald Kirk, another of the parish’s founders. Don,  a 
painstaking and highly talented woodworker, restored it to its present 
magnificent condition.

Starting in 1991, together with financial guru Fred Himes,  the team 
hammered out a three-pronged strategy for raising the cash to start 
building:

First, the four men directly approached parishioners and friends of the 
parish to request a financial pledge in support the building fund. 

Second, they offered them repayable construction notes at one or two 
percent over the current rate for Certificates of Deposit.  This was the 
brainchild of Fred and Jim. 

Third, Fred Himes and Mary instituted what probably became the most 

FROM THE RECTOR

The talented team 
that raised the cash
LOOKING back on it,  it seems little short of miraculous that such a 
small congregation could have raised the money to build a million 
dollar-plus church – and that is a million-plus in 1990 dollars, not in 
today’s sadly devalued specie. 

This remarkable success story was,  of course,  a tangible example 
of God’s grace, not to mention the generosity and enthusiasm of the 
people in St.  Stephen’s pews.  But it was also the result of the inspired 
work of a remarkable team of fundraisers.

Four men and a woman were primarily responsible for the heavy 
lifting on the initial stages of the fund drive: Edie Curran,  Jim Peters, 
Bill Downey, Tom Cadwalader and the redoubtable Mary Stuart 
Barnhart.

The thing that united them was a life-long devotion to the 
Episcopal Church, its time-hallowed teachings and its traditional 
Anglican liturgy. But as a team, they were a study in contrasts.

Frank Edie Curran, Jr., who passed away in 2010, was a hard guy 
to miss. He stood 6ft 2ins and weighed 220 pounds – unchanged from 
his days as both offensive and defensive tackle on the University of 
North Carolina's football squad.  His prowess on the football field 
earned him the nickname "Bear.”

Edie to his family and closest friends,  he had been a member of the 
vestries of both Trinity Church,  Towson, and All Saints Church at 
Bayhead, N.J.  – his family's summer home. He was a founder of St. 
Stephen’s, and, naturally enough,  a lay reader and member of the 
vestry.

Born in 1928 in Greensboro,  NC, Edie won a football scholarship 
to the UNC, graduating with a B.S. in business studies in 1949. Laid 
back, low key,  with a ready smile and loads of Southern charm, Edie 
was the consummate salesman.  For most of his career he had been a 
top sales engineer for Hackney Brothers Body Company, makers of 
refrigerated truck bodies.

Philip James Peters,  by contrast, was a stockbroker of the old 
school.  He had a wonderfully wry sense of humor. Instead of asking 
after one’s health,  Jim was inclined to say: “If you were a bond, how 
would you be trading? Above par . . . below . . .?” 

Born in 1928,  Jim graduated from the Baltimore Polytechnic 
Institute in 1946. At the University of Maryland, College Park he was 
a star of the lacrosse team and an active member of the Kappa Alpha 
fraternity.

In 1953, after military service, Jim joined the Black and Decker 
Company. In 1959, he moved to Connecticut to become a stockbroker, 
returning to Baltimore in 1968 as vice President and manager of Legg 
Mason Wood Walker’s office in the city. Seven years later he joined 
Baltimore Kidder Peabody, moving to Paine Webber (now UBS) as 
vice president (investments) in 1993.

Jim had been a long time member of the Church of the Holy 
Comforter, Lutherville where he served as lay reader,  senior warden, 
junior warden and treasurer. In the early ‘80s he become a founding 
members of this parish, again serving lay reader, vestryman and 
Rector’s Warden. He passed away, aged 78, in 2006.

Bill Downey, who passed away 2001, was the parish's senior 
warden when I first arrived and not a day passes that I don't remember 
him with great fondness.  He was a prince of a man – generous, kindly, 
patient and unfailing courteous. 

A Baltimore native and a graduate of Boys Latin,  Bill  was another 
life long Episcopalian frustrated by the departure of the church from 
its traditional roots. In the early 1980s, he left the Church of St. 
Michael & All Angels to be come a founder of St. Stephen’s.  

Behind Bill’s affable exterior lay a steely inner resolve that served 
the parish well on many notable occasions.  This inner resolve, I 
suspect, was essential in a career that included serving as personal 
assistant to Baltimore’s legendary mayor Tommy D'Alesandro, ticket 
sales manager for the Colts, and owner of a home maintenance and 
repair company – not to mention an abiding devotion to the game of 
golf.     

Indeed, it was Bill's contention that it had been golf that established 
8.00 AM Eucharist as a Sunday institution. I asked him if he thought 
it might be a tad sacrilegious to attend a service simply because it 
afforded a good tee time afterwards. "Oh no," he replied,  "It couldn't 
be that! Golf reinforces your Christianity."

At first,  I thought he was joking,  but then I saw the steely glint in 
his eye. The next Sunday, he handed me an article for the newsletter 
that eloquently amplified his contention. For all of his easy-going 
nature,  Bill was a man who stuck to his guns. Once he set his heart on 
a project, he didn’t give up. 

Calendar of Events
Weekly Activities at St Stephen’s 

Mondays, 6.30 PM:  Bridge Club meets in Quimby Hall
Tuesdays, 7.00 AM:  Breakfast Fellowship at the Nautilus 

Diner
Thursdays, 10.00 AM:  Knitting Circle meets in Quimby Hall
Fridays, 10.30 AM:  Bible Study in the Cadwalader Room

Special Events.
Wednesday, October 22nd, 7.00 PM:  Alan Walden, “Whose 

Broad Stripes and Bright Stars. . .’
Saturday, December 6th:  Cookie Walk
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SUNDAY SERVICES

  8.00 am: Said Eucharist 
9.15 am: Sung Eucharist (with Nursery & Church School)
11.00 am: Choral Mattins (1st Sunday: Choral Eucharist)

6.00 pm: Choral Evensong (1st Sunday only)
WEEKDAY SERVICES

Wednesday, 6.00 pm: Evening Prayer
Friday Noon: Healing Eucharist

Saturday, 5.00 pm: Family Eucharist.

popular fundraiser of all:  “The Financial Challenge.” They recruited 
teams of donors to offer to match, dollar for dollar, financial gifts up 
to a set amount, say $10,000 or $20,000. 

Later a fourth fund raising element was added – auctions,  cabaret 
dinners and the Cookie Walk, of which more next week. 

The parish responded to these efforts with enthusiasm and within 
two years of hard work sufficient money had come in to start the 
process of construction. The fundraising, however,  continued 
unabated – in order to service the $850,000 mortgage. GPHX

FROM THE PARISH LIFE COMMITTEE

“WHOSE BROAD STRIPES 
AND BRIGHT STARS…”
Less than three decades after winning its independence from Great 
Britain, the still  nascent United States was, again,  at war with its old 
adversary across the Atlantic.  The conflict lasted only two years.  
But when it ended, not only had the existence of the new nation been 

COLLECT FOR THE EIGHTEENTH 
SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY and ST 

JAMES OF JERUSALEM
LORD, we beseech thee, grant thy people grace to withstand the 

temptations of the world, the flesh and the devil; and with pure hearts 
and minds to follow thee, the only God; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.
AMEN

Book of Common Prayer Page 214

GRANT, we beseech thee, O God, that after the example of thy 
servant James the Just, brother of our Lord, thy Church may give 

itself continually to prayer and to the reconciliation of all who are at 
variance and enmity; through the same our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever.
AMEN 

THE SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE
NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

October 26th, 2014
8.00 AM & 9.15 AM HOLY COMMUNION

The Epistle:  Ephesians 4:17-32
The Gospel:  St. Matthew 9:1-8

11.00 AM CHORAL MATTINS
The Psalter:  Psalm 72

The First Lesson:  Job 24:1-17xfc
The Second Lesson: St. Matthew 9:1-8

firmly established, it had effectively proclaimed that there was a new 
player on the world stage. 

As we celebrate the 200th anniversary of the Star-Spangled Banner, 
you are invited to hear the story of what happened during those 
pivotal years of 1812 through 1814 as told by Alan Walden,  one of the 
most prominent broadcast journalists in the mid-Atlantic, sole winner of 
the 2005 Lifetime Achievement Award from the Society of Professional 
Journalists,  Chairman Emeritus of the Friends of Fort McHenry, and 
President-Life Member of the Baltimore Council of the Navy League of 
the United States.

An enlightening and entertaining evening is promised as we hear how 
the Battle of Baltimore and the Royal Navy's relentless but ultimately 
futile 25-hour bombardment of Fort McHenry, which led Francis Scott 
Key to write the poem that became our National Anthem, turned the tide.

Join us on Wednesday, October 22nd,  at 7.00 PM.  A $10 per person 
donation to the Baltimore Chapter of the Navy League of the United 
States is requested.

WPARISH PRAYER LIST W
OUR Prayer Chain offers prayer daily for people on the Prayer List as 
well as the guests of the Joseph Richey Hospice & Dr. Bob’s Place.  To 
add a name to the prayer list, or to the visiting list, or to join the Prayer 
Chain, call the parish office at  410 560 6776.
RECOVERY: Fr Mike✠, Fr Tim✠, Carolyn, Hilarie, Vivian,  Jack, John, 
Rodney, Donald, Annie, Evelyn, Cal, Finton, Fran, Tracey, Linda Lou, 
Edie,  Adele, Baby Charlie, Angie,  Oona,  Cary, Janna, Martina, Leela, 
Bobby Sally, Isabelle, Julie, Ray, Courtney,  Mary, Phyllis,  Liz,  Joe, 
Indra, Ally, Marjorie, Steve,  Judy, David, Wendy, John, Joy, Walt, Tina, 
Irma, Nina, James.
LIGHT, STRENGTH & GUIDANCE:  Stephen, Ann,  Lydia, Remi, 
Melba,  Donna, Josh, Kim, Shane, Susan, Paula, Hannah, Joseph, Scott, 
Charles.
ON ACTIVE SERVICE: Lt. Benjamin Schramm, USMC; Lt. Alex 
Bursi,  Capt. Charles Bursi, Lt Nicholas Clouse, USN. Lt. Col. Harry 
Hughes.


