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St. Stephen’s is unusual among American Anglican parishes in as 
much as we use the Eucharist and the Offices from the English 
Prayer Book of 1662 rather that those of the American 1928 Prayer 
Book. 

We made the change in 2004 after Peter Threadgill, the parish 
liturgist, and I had spent the best part of a year debating the merits of 
the English Prayer Book of 1662.  One reason for the change is that 
many of the younger visitors to the church had been finding the 1928 
liturgy confusing and wordy. 

Peter and I had studied some of the modern rites, but had been 
very much less than impressed. None of them had either the 
erudition or the felicity of expression of the 1928 Book.

Paradoxically perhaps, the 1662 Prayer Book seems a rather more 
modern book than the American Book of 1928. The Eucharistic rite 
is considerably more concise, which makes it better suited to 
accommodate today’s average attention span – something that 
appears to contract in direct correlation to the amount of time 
between television commercials.

There is,  moreover, nothing un-American about the Book of 1662. 
It is the prayer book used by George Washington and many of our 
founding fathers at the time of the Revolution. It continued in use in 
many regions of the former colonies even after the adoption of the 
first American Prayer Book in 1790.

One major difference between the American Prayer Books and the 
Book of 1662 is the Eucharistic Canon. The American prayer of 
consecration is modeled on that used by the Episcopal Church of 
Scotland – a fact that by no means pleased all of the American clergy 
at its inception, including Bishop William White, first Bishop of 
Pennsylvania.

The Scottish rite was adopted as part of a deal struck at the 
consecration of Samuel Seabury, America’s first bishop. Seabury 
could not to be consecrated in England because he refused to take the 
required oath of loyalty to the English crown.

Instead, the English bishops sent him to Scotland where the 
Church was under no such constraint. It had backed the wrong horse 
– “Bonnie” Prince Charles – in the rebellion of 1746, and as a 
consequence, was officially proscribed and suppressed.

The Scots agreed to consecrate Seabury on condition that the 
American Church would adopt the Scottish Eucharistic rite. Beggars 
could not be choosers and the deal was struck.

The Book of 1662 was the Prayer Book of my youth. But in the 
1960s the English Church had introduced the Alternative Service 
Book – a work of people with “cloth ears” (This is an expression 
originating in the East End of London, meaning folks who are tone 
deaf and whose souls are devoid of poetry – ed.) 

The British Parliament had refused to permit it to displace the 
venerable 1662, but, nonetheless, most Anglican churches have 
embraced it to some degree or another – even the parishes in Europe 
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How we came to be 
the way that we are
ST. STEPHEN’S was founded by the Baltimore branch of the 
Prayer Book Society in 1982. It was a typically dogged Maryland 
response to an edict by the Episcopal Diocese banning the use of 
the 1928 edition of the Prayer Book and mandating by fiat the 
new book of 1979.

The new book was not entirely without merits, but the “mix 
and match” liturgies devised by the revision committee utterly 
did away with the notion of “common prayer.”

In fact, the book offers so many liturgical options services tend 
to vary wildly from parish to parish. Indeed, congregants of one 
parish can no longer be sure of recognizing the liturgy used in 
another.

No less jarring, to many long-time Episcopalians the newly 
devised liturgies sounded clunky and often a bit hokey. Even 
worse, revisers had “blue penciled” words and phrases from the  
“traditional” liturgies,  expunging much loved metaphors and 
destroying the internal rhythms of the prose. 

In any event, the liturgical style of St. Stephen’s before 
Charlotte and I arrived was determinedly “Low Church.” 
Morning Prayer was the standard service on all Sundays of the 
month except the first when the Holy Communion was 
celebrated. 

For this service,  the celebrant was expected to wear cassock 
and surplice, with the only concession to Eucharistic vestments 
being a stole. 

I have never been particularly obsessed with the intricacies of 
ecclesiastical haberdashery, but as a church growth plan St. 
Stephen’s way of doing things seemed decidedly limiting. 

Low Churchmen occupy a small sliver at one end of the 
liturgical spectrum, while Anglo-Catholics occupy an equally 
small sliver at the other.  However, a vast majority of Anglicans 
occupy the middle ground – described rather snootily by the 
groups at either end as “Broad Church.”

(Sometimes it seems that the only thing the Low Churchmen 
and High Churchmen agree on is their contempt for the Broad 
Church – prompting a wag to sum things up with the quip: “High 
and crazy. Low and lazy. Broad and hazy.”) 

In any event,  for the sole traditionalist parish in Baltimore to 
cling rigidly to a single form of usage High or Low did not seem 
to me to be a recipe for success. Surely the Gospel required us to 
try to minister pastorally to Episcopalians of all liturgical 
traditions if we were to advance the faith in its classical Anglican 
understanding in our community?

 While Low Churchmen tended to predominate in the early 
days of St. Stephen’s,  the membership also included a fair 
number of Anglo Catholics and Broad Churchmen. Most were 
former parishioners of downtown churches such as St. Michael 
and All Angels,  Immanuel, Christ Church and the cathedral, all of 
whom would have appreciated a more regular celebration of the 
Eucharist.

Fortunately, St. Stephen’s was blessed with a remarkably 
understanding and charitable vestry.  The Low Church majority 
readily agreed to broadening our liturgical usage in an effort to 
serve a wider cross-section of the Anglican Community.  

Initially we added a Eucharist every Sunday at 8.00 AM, a 
healing Eucharist, a mid-week and a Bible study. A 9.00 AM/9.15 
AM Sunday Eucharist and weekday Eucharists soon followed. 
Morning Prayer was retained at 11.00 AM on its usual schedule. 

(Predictably, rumors started immediately after my arrival that 
I planned to do away with Morning Prayer. As with most rumors, 
they had no basis in fact. Truth to tell, after celebrating two 
Eucharists, Morning Prayer comes as a welcome change of pace. 
But I have no doubt that, even after 25 years of inaction, the 
rumors still persist.)  

Calendar of Events
Weekly Activities at St Stephen’s 

Mondays, 6.30 PM:  Bridge Club meets in Quimby Hall
Tuesdays, 7.00 AM:  Breakfast Fellowship at the Nautilus 

Diner
Thursdays, 10.00 AM:  Knitting Circle meets in Quimby Hall
Fridays, 10.30 AM:  Bible Study in the Cadwalader Room

Special Events.
Wednesday, September 24th, 7.00 PM:  Vestry meets in the 

Cadwalader Room.
Sunday, October 5th:  Monthly In-giving for At Jacob’s Well
Tuesday, October 14th, 7.00 PM:  Parish Life Committee 

Meets in the Cadwalader Room
Thursday, October 16th, 2.00 PM:  Afternoon Tea
Saturday, December 6th:  Cookie Walk
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W St Stephen’s Anglican Church  W
 11856 Mays Chapel Road, Timonium, MD 21093

Tel.: Office (410) 560-6776: Rectory (410) 665-1278
Web Address: ststeve.com

RECTOR: The Rev. Canon Guy P. Hawtin
VICAR: The Venerable Michael Kerouac
ORGANIST & CHOIRMASTER: Adric

DIRECTOR OF PASTORAL CARE: Happy Riley 
(410-252-8674)

WEDDING CO-ORDINATORS:  Happy Riley (410-252-8674) 
Martha Miller (410-321-9038)

SUNDAY SERVICES
  8.00 am: Said Eucharist 

9.15 am: Sung Eucharist (with Nursery & Church School)
11.00 am: Choral Mattins (1st Sunday: Choral Eucharist)

6.00 pm: Choral Evensong (1st Sunday only)
WEEKDAY SERVICES

Wednesday, 6.00 pm: Evening Prayer
Friday Noon: Healing Eucharist

Saturday, 5.00 pm: Family Eucharist.

which are under the oversight of the Bishop of Gibraltar, an 
office filled alternately by English and American prelates.

One of the most beautiful of these expatriate parishes is 
located in Copenhagen, Denmark. It is an architectural jewel 
established by Queen Alexandra, wife of King Edward VII, who 
reigned from 1901 to 1910.  Alexandra was a Danish princess 
who converted from Lutheranism upon her marriage to the heir of 
the English throne. 

Another particularly generous benefactor to the parish was 
Princess Viggo, Countess of Rosenborg (née Eleanor Margaret 
Green), an American heiress who married a Danish prince.

The princess regularly occupied a front pew at the church from 
the mid-1920s until her death in 1966.

The Book of 1662 was in use when Charlotte and I worshipped 

COLLECT FOR THE FOURTEENTH 
SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY and 

ST. MATTHEW
ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, give unto us the increase of faith, 

hope, and charity; and, that we may obtain that which thou dost 
promise, make us to love that which thou dost command; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord..
AMEN

O ALMIGHTY God, who by thy blessed Son didst call Matthew 
from the receipt of custom to be an Apostle and Evangelist; Grant us 
grace to forsake all covetous desires, and inordinate love of riches, 

and to follow the same thy Son Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.

AMEN 

Book of Common Prayer Pages 209 and 250

THE SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

September 28th, 2014
8.00 AM & 9.15 AM HOLY COMMUNION

The Epistle:   Galatans 6:11-18
The Gospel:  St. Matthew 6:24-34
11.00 AM CHORAL MATTINS

The Psalter:  49
The First Lesson:  Ecclesiasticus 5:1-10

The Second Lesson:  St. Matthew 6:24-34

at the Copenhagen church tin the summer of 2004. It was the first 
time we had heard it in more than two decades and both of us were 
deeply moved by its eloquence and simplicity. We told Mr. 
Threadgill about our experience on our return . . .  And the rest, as 
they say, is history. GPHX

W
Remember Jacob’s Well on Sunday, October 
5th with gifts of food and household supplies.

W

WPARISH PRAYER LIST W
OUR Prayer Chain offers prayer daily for people on the Prayer List as 
well as the guests of the Joseph Richey Hospice & Dr. Bob’s Place.  To 
add a name to the prayer list, or to the visiting list, or to join the Prayer 
Chain, call the parish office at  410 560 6776.
RECOVERY: Fr Mike✠, Fr Tim✠, Carolyn, Hilarie, Vivian,  Jack, John, 
Rodney, Donald, Annie, Evelyn, Cal, Finton, Fran, Tracey, Linda Lou, 
Edie,  Adele, Baby Charlie, Angie,  Oona,  Cary, Janna, Martina, Leela, 
Bobby Sally, Isabelle, Julie, Ray, Courtney,  Mary, Phyllis,  Liz,  Joe, 
Indra, Ally, Marjorie, Steve,  Judy, David, Wendy, John, Joy, Walt, Tina, 
Irma, Nina.
LIGHT, STRENGTH & GUIDANCE:  Stephen, Ann,  Lydia, Remi, 
Melba,  Donna, Josh, Kim, Shane, Susan, Paula, Hannah, Joseph, Scott, 
Charles.
ON ACTIVE SERVICE: Lt. Benjamin Schramm, USMC; Lt. Alex 
Bursi,  Capt. Charles Bursi, Lt Nicholas Clouse, USN. Lt. Col. Harry 
Hughes.
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