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America's very special and intensely close relationship with that 
extraordinary book called the Bible.  

 And this relationship, in turn, arises from the fact that from the 
very beginning this land, this blessed land, was regarded by those 
who settled it as a "Promised Land" – a "Land of Milk and Honey."

It is by no means accidental that the people who stormed out of the 
Wilderness into the Land of Canaan 3,500 years were similarly 
citizen soldiers – men whose normal every day occupations were as 
far from soldiering as it is possible to get: herdsmen, metal workers, 
carpenters, potters, fishermen. 

They were very ordinary men took up the trade of arms only when 
called upon to defend their faith, their homes, and their loved ones.    

When the call to arms came, the situation was invariably 
desperate. When the Angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon in the 
days of the Judges,  the whole land was under occupation by the 
Midianites. 

The man God had singled out to save the country was so terrified 
he was threshing his wheat in his wine press in hopes that the 
Midianites wouldn't find it – not at all your average run-of-the-mill 
superhero.

All-too-often they had to turn to unorthodox methods to make up 
for their lack of skill at the business of soldiering.  King David was 
the prototype of the American Minute Man when he used his prowess 
with a sling-shot on the hunting field to slay the giant Goliath.

Often the children of Israel relied on inventiveness and command 
of technology to make up for deficiencies in numbers and military 
expertise. Just think of Gideon and David's use of psychological 
warfare.

Frequently, they had nothing to rely on but their faith that God 
would come to their aid – as in the days of Hezekiah when the Land 
of Judah stood defenseless in face of the armies of the Assyrian King 
Sennacherib. And God miraculously preserved the Holy City of 
Jerusalem in much the same way that He sustained and preserved 
America during the Revolution.

Thanks to the courage of those very ordinary citizen soldiers in 
ancient Israel, the Faith that has created and sustained Western 
civilization was passed on to us. They were,  indeed,  the torch bearers 
of "the light that lightened the gentiles.

And it is not wholly accidental that, in this century, it is thanks in 
large part to the courage of America's citizen soldiers that Western 
Civilization has been preserved. 

If the benefits of living in here in America are great, the duties and 
obligations are great also. Young Americans have never shirked those 
duties and obligations. even at the cost of their lives – most recently 
in Korea, Vietnam, the Gulf, Iraq and Afghanistan.

But at this time we pay particular tribute to those who, on June 6th, 
1944, and the desperate days that followed, honored their obligation 
to serve their fellow men. Especially we remember those who made 
the supreme sacrifice, laying down their lives in that cause.

May we remember them and the great debt we – and our children 
and our children's children – owe them as long as this nation exits. 
They have given us the privilege of growing old in liberty, comfort 

FROM THE RECTOR

At the going down of the sun
. . . . we will remember them!   
OUR LORD Jesus Christ said: "Greater love hath no man than this,  

that man lay down his life for his friends."
ON JUNE 6th, 70 years ago an event took place in Normandy, 
France, that has touched, in direct and radical manner, the lives of 
not just everyone living in this country today, but everyone living 
in the world.        

Moreover it has touched us at St. Stephen’s in a very personal 
way:  For a number of our founders,  including the late Tom 
Cadwalader, for whom the Cadwalader room is named, were there 
in Normandy on that day. 

It began at 1.30 AM when paratroops from the U.S. 101st and 
82nd Airborne Divisions began to drop in the region beyond Utah 
beach, while others from the British 6th Airborne Division began 
to drop east of the Orne River. 

Shortly after midnight, bombers of the British Royal Air Force 
had started to unload 6,000 tons of bombs on the costal batteries 
between Cherbourg and Le Havre. As daylight broke, American 
heavy bombers began pounded the shore defenses with another 
3,000 tons of bombs for a half hour preceding the landing. Then 
medium light and fighter-bombers swarmed in to attack individual 
ground targets.

The first troops disembarked at 6.30 AM under heavy 
supporting fire from naval guns, as well as from tanks and 
artillery pieces on landing craft. Casualties were heavy and not 
solely because Allied troops, especially the Americans, 
encountered determined resistance. 

Rough weather had caused postponement of the landing for 
two days and, though the seas had moderated somewhat, the force 
of the currents drove landing craft off course.  Many soldiers, 
weighed down by their equipment drowned before reaching shore. 
Almost all of the tanks fitted with jettisonable flotation devices 
sank under the buffeting they took from the waves.

In the next wave of troops came the infantry men to cover the 
combat engineers and naval crews whose job was to blast their 
way through the beach defenses, then came successive waves of 
assault infantry with supporting weapons.

Heavy resistance, particularly on Utah and Omaha beaches, 
occasioned serious losses. But, doggedly, the attacking forces 
pressed on, storming their way through the defenses, and by 
nightfall the five seaborne divisions engaged in the assault were 
firmly established ashore. It was the beginning of the end of one 
of the most hideous totalitarian regimes the world has ever seen.

It's not my purpose to detail the casualty lists, analyze the 
strategy, or sum up the geopolitical implications of that 
remarkable day 70 years ago. That job has been done far better on 
television, radio and in our daily newspapers. Nor do I propose to 
heap praise on particular acts of heroism. There are far too many 
examples of that for me to do any individual justice. 

Rather, I would like to consider, in a very general sort of way, 
those brave young men whose decision to answer our country's – 
and, by extension,  humanity's – call led them to those Normandy 
beaches on June 6th, 1944. These American soldiers, sailors and 
airmen shared one thing in common: White, black, Native 
American, Hispanic, Asian, officer, enlisted man; very,  very few 
of them were in any sense professional soldiers.

They came from all walks of life – farmers and foundry men, 
bankers and bakers,  stock brokers and stockyard hands,  cabbies 
and cowboys – and with very few exceptions most intended to 
return to their civil occupations as soon as they could get the war 
over and done with. 

They were citizen soldiers who came to the colors because 
their country had called them. They accepted that call because 
they knew that one of the most important obligations of American 
citizens is to defend the liberties they cherish.

It is an obligation the general acceptance of which stretches 
back more than 300 years .  .  .  to the time when the first settlers set 
foot on these shores. It is a sense of duty that is rooted in 

Celebrate our Parish Church - Our Twentieth Anniversary Year

Calendar of Events
Weekly Activities at St Stephen’s 

Mondays, 6.30 PM:  Bridge Club meets at Fr Mike’s home
Tuesdays, 7.00 AM:  Breakfast Fellowship at the Nautilus 

Diner
Thursdays, 10.00 AM:  Knitting Circle meets in Quimby Hall
Fridays, 10.30 AM:  Bible Study in the Cadwalader Room

Special Events
Tuesday, June 3rd, 8.30 AM:  Lifeline Screening in Quimby 

Hall
Wednesday, June 18th:  Silly Summer Suppers begin in 

Quimby Hall
Monday, June 23rd - Friday, June 27th, 9.00 AM - 12.00 

Noon:  Vacation Bible School
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SUNDAY SERVICES
  8.00 am: Said Eucharist 

9.15 am: Sung Eucharist (with Nursery & Church School)
11.00 am: Choral Mattins (1st Sunday: Choral Eucharist)

6.00 pm: Choral Evensong (1st Sunday only)
WEEKDAY SERVICES

Wednesday, 6.00 pm: Evening Prayer
Friday Noon: Healing Eucharist

Saturday, 5.00 pm: Family Eucharist.

and prosperity. We must never forget them – for it is a privilege in 
which they have been denied a share. 

Laurence Binyon eloquently expresses our obligation to them in 
a poem called "A Song for the Fallen." It reads in part:

They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.
GPHX

FROM DIANE NOVICKI 

Noah’s Ark Vacation 
Bible School
ST. STEPHEN’S will be having Vacation Bible School beginning 
on Monday, June 23rd and continuing through Friday, June 27th, 
from 9.00 AM - 12.00 Noon.

There will be a modest $20 fee to cover snacks, crafts and 
supplies.  For additional siblings the fee is $15 each.

Please call the church office, 410-560-6776, with your name and 
address so that we may send registration forms to you.  The forms, 

COLLECT FOR THE SUNDAY AFTER 
THE ASCENSION AND SAINT 

BONIFACE
O GOD, the King of glory,who hast exalted thine only Son Jesus Christ 
with great triumph unto thy kingdom in heaven; We beseech thee, leave 
us not comfortless; but send to us thine Holy Ghost to comfort us, and 
exalt us unto the same place whither our Saviour Christ is gone before, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Holy Ghost, one God, 

world without end.
AMEN

Book of Common Prayer Page  175 and 177 

ALMIGHTY God, who didst call thy faithful servant Boniface to be a 
witness and martyr in Germany, and by his labor and suffering didst 

raise up a people for thine own possession; Pour forth thy Holy Spirit 
upon thy Church in every land, that by the service and sacrifice of many 

thy holy Name may be glorified and thy kingdom enlarged; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
AMEN

THE SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR
WHITSUNDAY

June 8th, 2014
8.00 AM & 9.15 AM HOLY COMMUNION

The Epistle:  Acts 2:1-11
The Gospel:  St. John 14:15-31

11.00 AM CHORAL EUCHARIST
The Psalter: 68

The First Lesson: Wisdom 1:1-7
The Second Lesson:  St. John 14:15-31

along with the fee, are to be brought with you on the first day of 
VBS.

Schedule change for “Silly 
Summer Suppers”
Silly Summer Suppers are coming soon - but on a new day.  With 
choir rehearsals and seminary classes both taking place on Thursday 
evenings it simply isn’t practical to have our dinners at the same 
time.

Beginning with the first supper on June 18th, Silly Summer 
Suppers will be held on Wednesday evenings immediately following 
Evening Prayer.

Why not make it a double feature?  Food for the spirit at 6.00 pm 
followed by food for the body in Quimby Hall.

WPARISH PRAYER LIST W
OUR Prayer Chain offers prayer daily for people on the Prayer List as 
well as the guests of the Joseph Richey Hospice & Dr. Bob’s Place.  To 
add a name to the prayer list, or to the visiting list, or to join the Prayer 
Chain, call the parish office at  410 560 6776.
RECOVERY: Fr Mike✠, Fr Tim✠, Carolyn, Hilarie,  Vivian, Jack, John, 
Rodney, Hamilton, Donald,  Annie, Evelyn,  Cal, Finton, Fran, Tracey, 
Linda Lou, Edie, Adele, Baby Charlie, Angie, Oona, Cary, Janna, 
Martina, Leela,  Bobby Sally, Isabelle, Julie, Ray, Courtney, Mary, 
Phyllis, Liz, Joe, Indra, Ally, Marjorie, Steve.
LIGHT, STRENGTH & GUIDANCE:  Stephen, Ann,  Lydia, Remi, 
Melba, Donna, Josh, Kim, Shane, Susan, Paula, Hannah.
ON ACTIVE SERVICE: Lt. Benjamin Schramm, USMC; Lt. Alex 
Bursi,  Capt. Charles Bursi, Lt Nicholas Clouse, USN. Lt. Col. Harry 
Hughes.
FOR REPOSE OF THE SOUL:  Suzie
FOR THOSE WHO MOURN:  John


