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Jesus’ marital status has long been a focus of feminist and other 
“cutting edge” theologians in order to discredit the four canonical 
Gospels and establish their own radically revised orthodoxy.

It is hard not to view the unveiling of the “wife gospel” in Rome 
as cocking a revisionist snook at the Roman Catholic Church which 
require its priests to be celibate.

The agenda was spelled out by Michael D'Antonio, who blogs 
about the Roman Church for the leftist Huffington Post.

"Beyond internal Catholic Church politics,  a married Jesus 
invites a reconsideration of orthodox teachings about gender and 
sex," he said. 

"If Jesus had a wife, then there is nothing extra Christian about 
male privilege, nothing spiritually dangerous about the sexuality of 
women, and no reason for anyone to deny himself or herself a 
sexual identity." 

However, news that the “wife gospel” is a demonstrable fake has 
left Professor King and her revisionist allies with egg on their faces.  

The forgery was detected by number of highly qualified 
scriptural scholars, including Christian Askeland, a Coptic specialist 
at Indiana Wesleyan University.

According to Mr. Askeland the “wife gospel” is a match for a 
papyrus fragment of text from St. John’s Gospel that had been 
copied from a 1924 publication and is, thus, clearly a forgery.

What’s more, Mr. Askeland found the images of the forged St. 
John’s fragment among the on-line links that Harvard used in its 
publicity material about “wife gospel.” This St. John’s fragment, it 
turned out, shared many similarities with “The Wife Gospel”, 
including handwriting, ink, writing instrument and even a repeated 
typographical error.

Two factors, according to Mr. Askeland, demonstrate beyond 
question “The Wife Gospel” to be a forgery. First, it shares the same 
line breaks as the 1924 text. Second, the fragment is written in a 
peculiar dialect of Coptic called Lycopolitan, which fell out of use 
during or before the Sixth Century.

Moreover, radiometric texts commissioned by Professor King 
concluded the papyrus plants upon which “The Wife Gospel” is 
written had been harvested between the Seventh and Ninth 
Centuries. Thus, the papyrus could not have been in existence at the 
time it was purportedly written. 

The unmasking of the bogus document has received nowhere 
near the amount of publicity that attended its unveiling. One of the 
very few news outlets that recorded the event was The Wall Street 
Journal.

The deafening silence that greeted the revelation that the 
document is bogus, however,  reveals a very great deal about the 
knee-jerk anti-Christian bias that animates a large swathe of the 
American news media,  as well as the lamentable state of what 
passes for mainline Biblical scholarship. GPHX 

FROM THE RECTOR

“Gospel of Jesus’ Wife”
divorced from the truth
A WHOLE bunch of folks were shocked and dismayed two years 
ago when Harvard Divinity School Professor Karen L. King 
announced she had discovered an ancient Christian manuscript 
that claims Jesus had a wife.

It now turns out (surprise! surprise!) that the document – 
gleefully dubbed The Gospel of Jesus’ Wife – is a forgery . .  . and 
not a particularly good one at that. 

But, actually, even if the so called “gospel” had been genuine, 
it would have shed no new light on the genuine Gospel of Jesus 
Christ – no matter what Professor King and her supporters claim.       

The fraudulent “gospel” originated in Egypt – it was written in 
Coptic, the Egyptian language at the time, not in New Testament 
Greek – and Egypt, from the 2nd century onwards was a notorious 
source of bizarre Gnostic fabricated accounts of the doings of 
Jesus and his disciples.

Thus the place where the document purportedly originated 
should alone have been enough to alert Professor King to tread 
carefully. Indeed, as she is an expert on “Coptic literature, 
Gnosticism and women in the Bible,” it is somewhat surprising 
she was taken in by a relatively crude forgery. 

However Professor King and her supporters postulated the 
document was a translation of an earlier one that was written in 
Greek. Yet there was no good reason to believe that the origin of 
this document was any different from that of the many other 
Gnostic writings that have been unearthed in Egypt over the 
centuries.

Indeed, a huge cache of such writings was found at Nag 
Hamadi in Egypt just after World War II. These writings, all 
originating centuries after the Apostolic era, were widely 
published in the 1950s. 

Some decades later they were “resurrected” by feminist 
theologians in their efforts to support feminist religious theories. 

Gnosticism flourished in Egypt long after it had ceased to be a 
major thorn in the flesh of Christian orthodoxy elsewhere. But 
then Egypt had a multi-millennia history of mystery cults. 

Indeed, it had a long tradition of blatantly inventing gods out of 
whole cloth – for example Serapes, introduced by the Ptolemys 
[Cleopatra’s forbears] in order to embrace and synthesize both 
ancient Egyptian and Greek religious traditions.

Small wonder that early Egyptian Copts – raised on a diet of 
mystery religion – felt free to play fast and loose with a 
Christianity they found just a tad too straightforward for their 
tastes.

Professor King seems to be mining the Nag Hamadi cache or 
one much like it. She unveiled a similarly strange find – dubbed 
the Gospel of Judas [Iscariot] – amid much ballyhoo a year or so 
back. She has also published on another fictitious Gnostic work 
entitled The Gospel of Mary of Magdala. 

As with the Gospel of Judas,  publish or perish academia, aided 
and abetted by an overwhelmingly anti-Christian big media,  have 
worked feverishly to portray the “wife gospel” as possibly 
shedding light on “ a controversial aspect” of Jesus’ life.

When Professor King presented her research on the “wife 
gospel” in Rome early last month at the International Congress of 
Coptic Studies, she declared: "Christian tradition has long held 
that Jesus was not married, even though no reliable historical 
evidence exists to support that claim."  

“This new gospel doesn’t prove that Jesus was married, but it 
tells us that the whole question only came up as part of vociferous 
debates about sexuality and marriage. 

“From the very beginning, Christians disagreed about whether 
it was better not to marry, but it was over a century after Jesus’s 
death before they began appealing to Jesus’ marital status to 
support their positions."
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Calendar of Events
Weekly Activities at St Stephen’s 

Tuesdays, 7.00 AM:  Breakfast Fellowship at the Nautilus 
Diner

Thursdays, 10.00 AM:  Knitting Circle meets in Quimby Hall
Thursdays, 6.30 PM:  Bridge Club meets at Fr Mike’s home
Fridays, 10.30 AM:  Bible Study in the Cadwalader Room

Special Events
Wednesday, May 21st, 12.15 PM:  The Ladies Who Lunch at 

the Macaroni Grill
Wednesday, May 21st, 7.00 PM:  Vestry meets in the 

Cadwalader Room
Sunday, May 25th, 10:30 AM:  Annual Parish Meeting in the 

Cadwalader Room
Wednesday, June 18th:  Silly Summer Suppers begin in 

Quimby Hall
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Tel.: Office (410) 560-6776: Rectory (410) 665-1278
Web Address: ststeve.com

RECTOR: The Rev. Canon Guy P. Hawtin
VICAR: The Venerable Michael Kerouac
ORGANIST & CHOIRMASTER: Adric

DIRECTOR OF PASTORAL CARE: Happy Riley 
(410- 252-8674)

WEDDING CO-ORDINATORS:  Happy Riley (410-252-8674) 
Martha Miller (410-321-9038)

SUNDAY SERVICES
  8.00 am: Said Eucharist 

9.15 am: Sung Eucharist (with Nursery & Church School)
11.00 am: Choral Mattins (1st Sunday: Choral Eucharist)

6.00 pm: Choral Evensong (1st Sunday only)
WEEKDAY SERVICES

Wednesday, 6.00 pm: Evening Prayer
Friday Noon: Healing Eucharist

Saturday, 5.00 pm: Family Eucharist.

FROM THE PARISH LIFE COMMITTEE

Benefit for the Joseph 
Richey Hospice
GARDINER’S  Furniture is sponsoring a golf tournament to 
benefit the Joseph Richey Hospice on August 11th, 2014.

The Parish Life Committee would like to support this endeavor 
by providing basket(s) of cheer for the Silent Auction that will be 
part of the day’s activities.  We will be accepting cash donations 
of any amount for the purchase of wines and spirits to fill the 
baskets. 

Please seen Judy Kight, Ellen Reather, Happy Riley or John 
Karlsen following Sunday morning worship services if you 
would like to contribute to this worthy cause.

COLLECT FOR ROGATION SUNDAY 
and THE ASCENSION OF OUR 

LORD JESUS CHRIST
O LORD, from whom all good things do come; Grant to us thy humble 
servants, that by thy holy inspiration we may think those things that are 
good, and by thy merciful guiding may perform the same; through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.
AMEN

GRANT, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that like as we do believe thy 
only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into the 

heavens; so we may also in heart and mind thither ascend, and with him 
continually dwell, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 

Ghost, one God, world without end. 
AMEN

Book of Common Prayer Pages  175 and 177

THE SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE 

ASCENSION
June 1st, 2014

8.00 AM, 9.15 AM & 11.00 AM HOLY COMMUNION
The Epistle:  I St. Peter 4:7-11

The Gospel:  St. John 15:26 - 16:4a
For your MORNING PRAYER

The Psalter: 21:1-6, 24
The First Lesson: Isaiah 33:5-6, 17, 20-22

The Second Lesson:  St. John 17

More information about the golf outing is available in the Parish 
Office.

Schedule change for “Silly 
Summer Suppers”
Silly Summer Suppers are coming soon - but on a new day.  With 
choir rehearsals and seminary classes both taking place on Thursday 
evenings it simply isn’t practical to have our dinners at the same 
time.

Beginning with the first supper on June 18th, Silly Summer 
Suppers will be held on Wednesday evenings immediately following 
Evening Prayer.

Why not make it a double feature?  Food for the spirit at 6.00 pm 
followed by food for the body in Quimby Hall.

WPARISH PRAYER LIST W
OUR Prayer Chain offers prayer daily for people on the Prayer List as 
well as the guests of the Joseph Richey Hospice & Dr. Bob’s Place.  To 
add a name to the prayer list, or to the visiting list, or to join the Prayer 
Chain, call the parish office at  410 560 6776.
RECOVERY: Fr Mike✠,  Fr Tim✠, Carolyn, Hilarie, Vivian, Jack, Suzie, 
John, Rodney, Hamilton, Donald, Annie, Evelyn, Cal, Finton, Fran, 
Tracey,  Linda Lou, Edie, Adele, Baby Charlie,  Angie, Oona,  Cary, Janna, 
Martina, Leela,  Bobby Sally, Isabelle, Julie, Ray, Courtney, Mary, 
Phyllis, Liz, Joe, Indra, Ally, Marjorie, Steve.
LIGHT, STRENGTH & GUIDANCE:  Stephen, Ann,  Lydia, Remi, 
Melba, Donna, Josh, Kim, Shane, Susan, Paula, John, Hannah.
ON ACTIVE SERVICE: Lt. Benjamin Schramm, USMC; Lt. Alex 
Bursi,  Capt. Charles Bursi, Lt Nicholas Clouse, USN. Lt. Col. Harry 
Hughes.
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