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The passage lesson for the sermon for this morning comes from the Epistle reading 
for this morning, which is from St. Peter.  It talks about the gifts of God, and among 
those gifts that he suggests, is one that is a little bit jarring to our ears and needs some 
explanation  

“But the God of all grace, who has called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, 
after ye have Suffered a little while, make you perfect, stablish 

Strengthen, and settle you.” 1st  St. Peter 5:10 
 

X  In The Name of The Father and of The Son 
And of The Holy Ghost. Amen. X 

 
I meant to say, “Happy Father’s Day.”  
I didn’t really forget that it is Father’s 
Day, but I’m going to talk about fathers 
in the sermon, and I thought this might 
be a better place to wish everybody a 
joyous Father’s Day and invite you to 
think seriously about what it means to 
be a father. 
In St. Luke’s reading this morning, the 
second reading, he talks about Jesus 
talking to the Pharisees and suggesting 
to them, when they criticize him for 
eating with sinners, that there was more 
joy in heaven that a single sinner was 
redeemed than for 99 just men.   
There are a couple of thoughts to 
consider when we think about this 
passage.  First of all, Jesus sits down to 
eat with sinners, which He continues 
today.  That’s what we continue to 

commemorate when we celebrate the 
Eucharist.  In this passage, He gives us 
a preview of the gift He is going to 
give us.  When He tells the Pharisees 
that 99 just men aren’t worth one 
redeemed man, He’s really being a 
little bit clever, because after all, the 
Pharisees are not just men.  Here they 
are, sitting in judgment and, in fact, 
they are getting ready to kill Jesus.  
The appearance of being just isn’t what 
makes them just.  In fact, they are 
sinners just as much as people who 
have already confessed their faults and 
have planned to have dinner with Jesus, 
to be present and joyful in their 
repentance, and the acceptance of their 
repentance, and their reunion with their 
Savior.   
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Which brings us to fathers.  In my life 
as a priest, I have had many, many 
occasions when someone has come to 
me and said, “I can’t call you ‘Father.’  
I’ve had a bad father.”  Or, “My father 
was a good man, but he went through 
some bad times.”  Even worse, I hear 
as a priest, “I can’t worship your God 
because you call him ‘Father,’ and if 
He is a bigger version of what I 
suffered as a child, then how can that 
be joyful?  How can that be kind?  
How can that be graceful?”  When you 
read a passage like St. Peter’s today 
that says He’s going to let us suffer for 
a little while, that keys into that 
understanding, the misunderstanding 
that God is the multiplier of all the bad 
fathers that we’ve experienced in our 
lives, which is not the case. 
In reality, we should keep in mind that 
we have a good and loving and 
gracious Father.  We, who are fathers, 
need always to be reflecting the kind of 
love and grace that God the Father 
showers down on us -- a Father who is 
so joyful when a single sinner returns 
to His table, that all of the beauty of the 
universe, all the galaxies, all the 
planets, all the stars that circulate, of 
such beautiful, wonderful clockwork 
mechanics -- all the beauty of this 
earth, every plant, every animal -- all of 
that is not as joyful to Him as the return 
of one of His children.  That’s so 
beautiful.  And it’s beautiful because 
He cares about us more than  all those 
balls that spin around in the sky, all 
those majestic trees and mountains, and 
every little animal. It is beautiful 
because we receive the gift that is 
unique in the Universe, free will,  the 

ability to accept His love or reject His 
love. 
Having been a father of three, I can tell 
you it’s a hard gift to give, even for us 
on earth.  We don’t do it very well, we 
don’t give our children the freedom to 
go their own way and to try their free 
will.  Yet, here is the God who made us 
solely for His purpose of loving us, and 
then He gives us the free will to scorn 
that love and be on our own.  But He 
doesn’t leave us adrift with our free 
will.  He continues to give us gifts, and 
one of those gifts that He gives us is 
that little gift of suffering for a little 
while.   
How can suffering be a gift?  The 
answer is, it’s a gift in two different 
ways.  The first is that it’s a reminder 
for us, in the same way that putting our 
finger on a hot stove and feeling the 
heat is a reminder to us, that we’re in 
danger.  The suffering that we feel 
when we try to control everything in 
our lives is a reminder to us that we 
cannot depend on ourselves, which 
only leads to pain and suffering.  We 
can only depend on God.  That’s the 
only way we can get out of this alive, 
truly alive, and be with Him in heaven 
at the end.  
We try to control our children -- earthly 
fathers do, but not very successfully, 
right?  At least I have not been 
successful yet.  But we try to control 
our children, and what does that bring 
us?  It brings us sadness when we 
should be loving them and enjoying 
them.  We try to control the people in 
our lives.  We try to control the 
organizations in our lives, our work, 
and our churches.  We try to control 
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our bodies, and guess what?  No matter 
how much we try to control them, they 
still get old.  They still break down.  
And we still die. 
We have suffering in this world to 
remind us that even though we have 
free will, the exercise of that free will 
in the wrong direction is dangerous, 
hurtful, and against our very purpose 
for being. 
Then there’s the other kind of suffering 
that’s a gift, which is really not 
suffering at all but a simple sacrifice.  
When we choose of our free will, by 
the grace of God, to make ourselves 
obedient to Him, or to give ourselves to 
another the love that puts someone 
else’s needs ahead of our own, we are 
blessed by that little sacrifice, that little 
gift of obedience, that little bit of 
suffering where we suppress our 
selfishness and our self-will to the 
benefit of obedience to God or for  love 
of each other.  We are given grace in 
exchange for it.  We are made more 
holy, more loving, more joyful.  We are 
pulled forward on that path to Heaven 
that our Father wants for us because He 
wants us to be with Him forever.  So 
we have that little bit of suffering 
where we suppress our wills and our 
needs, and we put ourselves at the 
needs of others, and it makes us better 
people.  
It is the love of God that allow us to 
suffer.  It is a loving God that doesn’t 
let that gift of free will be without some 
guidance, Who gives us warnings along 
the way when we sin, and then gives us 
rewards along the way when we suffer 
rightfully, when we suffer the way that 
He did when he gave his Son for us.  

He blesses us and gives us rewards and 
leads us to holiness and happiness and 
joy so that we know where we should 
be going and what it is that our lives 
should be about.   
I want to close the sermon this morning 
with a request.  Thinking about all 
those people who can’t call a priest 
“Father,” and even worse, all those 
people that can’t accept and love and 
appreciate the gift of God the Father’s 
love for us, because of bad fathers or 
the bad times when their fathers were 
with them.  Pray for all of us who are 
fathers today.  On Father’s Day, not 
only do you celebrate us, but please 
pray for us that we will be real 
reflections of the love of God, that we 
will bring our children and their friends 
and the people that see us closer to God 
by the way that we act.  We can only 
do that by God’s grace and your 
prayers. Amen 


