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FROM THE RECTOR

The time to stand up
for Christianity is now

I was sorting through the vast accumulation of paper in my
study recently — not a job for the faint hearted — when I came
upon an essay written by Rabbi Daniel Lapin, affectionately
known as America’s Rabbi. It is entitled “A Warning to U.S.
Christians” and was penned by Rabbi Lapin in 2006. As the
plight of Christianity in this country has worsened rather
than improved over the intervening years, it bears repeating

— often. GPH*

I am certainly not a Churchill . . . But I am issuing a very
serious warning about deep consequences, just as [he] did. It
is a warning about the earliest stages of what could become a
cataract of disasters if not resisted now.

During the 1930s, Winston Churchill desperately tried to
persuade the English people and their government to see that
Hitler meant to end their way of life. The British ignored
Churchill, which gave Hitler nearly 10 years to build up his
military forces. It wasn’t until Hitler actually drew blood that
the British realized they had a war on their hands. It turned
out to be a far longer and more destructive war than it needed
to be had Churchill’s early warning been heeded . . .

Heaven knows there was enough warning during the 1980s
of the intention of part of the Islamic world to take yet
another crack at world domination. Yet instead of seeing
each deadly assault on our interests around the world as a test
of our resolve, we ignored it. We failed the test and lost
3,000 Americans in two unforgettable hours . . .

A serious war is being waged against a group of Americans.
I am certain that if we lose this war, the consequences for
American civilization will be dire. Phase one of this war |
describe is a propaganda blitzkrieg that is eerily reminiscent
of how effectively the Goebbels propaganda machine
softened up the German people for what was to come. There
is no better term than propaganda blitzkrieg to describe what
has been unleashed against Christian conservatives . . .
Consider the long list of anti-Christian books that have been
published in recent months. Here are just a few samples of
more than 30 similar titles, all from mainstream publishers:

“American Fascists: The Christian Right and the War on
America.” “The Baptizing of America: the Religious Right’s
Plans for the Rest of Us.” “Religion Gone Bad: The Hidden
Dangers of the Christian Right,” “Piety and Politics: The
Right-wing Assault on Religious Freedom,” “The End of
Faith: Religion, Terror, and the Future of Reason,” “Atheist
Universe: ~ The Thinking Persons Answer to Christian
Fundamentalism.”

What is truly alarming is that there are more of these books
for sale at your local bookstore warning against the perils of
fervent Christianity than those warning against the perils of
fervent Islam. Does anyone seriously think America is more
seriously jeopardized by Christian conservatives than by
Islamic zealots? I fear that many Americans believe just that
in the same way many pre-WWII Westerners considered
Churchill a bigger threat than Hitler.

Some may say that today’s proliferation of anti-Christian
print propaganda is nothing to become worried about. To
them I ask two questions: First, would you be so sanguine if
the target of this loathsome library were Jewish? Just try
changing the titles in some of the books I mention above to
reflect anti-Semitism instead of rampant anti-Christianism
and you’ll see what I mean.

Second, major movements that changed the way Americans
felt and acted came about through books, often only one
book. Think of Rachel Carson’s 1962 error-filled Silent
Spring that resulted in the pointless banning of the insecticide
DDT and many unnecessary deaths. Other books that caused

Help! Help! The Garden
Is opening on May &th!

THE GARDEN PARTY is fast approaching! The big day is
Saturday, May 5™. There is still much to be done to ensure
that this year’s party is as successful as its predecessors.

One way you can help is by becoming a Patron of the
event. It might not get you on the Queen of England’s
Birthday Honors List, but your name will be listed in our
complementary program guide — and that’s almost as good.
There are four levels of patronage. Why not pick one and
sign up? Imperial Crown $100; House of Windsor $75;
House of York $50; House of Lancaster $30.

We are also looking for: Cakes for the Cake Stall, tea
cakes and dainties for our Tea Room and card tables and
chairs, as well as superior quality jumble for our White
Elephant Stall; bottles of wine and spirits for our bottle
stall. Last, but not least we need help. Please volunteer to
give a hand on Friday May 4th and Party Day.

upheavals in our nation were Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle,
many of Ayn Rand’s books and of course Uncle Tom's Cabin.

No, I would advise you not to underestimate the power of
books to alter the behavior of the American public, and I fear
for an America influenced to detest Christianity by this hate-
filled catalog.

It is not just books but popular entertainment also that
beams the most lurid anti-Christian propaganda into the
hearts and minds of viewers. One need only think of who the
real targets of the recent hit movie Borat are. The brilliant
Jewish moviemaker Sacha Baron Cohen, as his title
character, using borderline dishonest wiles, lures some
innocent but unsophisticated country folk, obviously
Christians, to join him in his outrageously anti-Semitic antics.

Cohen then triumphantly claims to have exposed anti-
Semitism. In fact, he has revealed nothing other than the
latent anti-Christianism of America’s social, economic and
academic secular elites. Even the recent PBS documentary,
Anti-Semitism in the 215 Century: The Resurgence, managed
to do more attacking Christianity than defending Judaism.

Richard Dawkins, an Oxford University professor, is one of
the generals in the anti-Christian army of the secular left.
American academia treats him with reverence and hangs on
his every word when he insists that “religious myths ought
not to be tolerated.” For those with a slightly more tolerant
outlook, he asks, “It’s one thing to say people should be free
to believe whatever they like, but should they be free to
impose their beliefs on their children?” He suggests that the
state should intervene to protect children from their parents’
religious beliefs. Needless to say, he means Christian beliefs,
of course. Muslim beliefs add to England’s charmingly
diverse cultural landscape.

The war is against those who regard the Bible to be God’s
revelation to humanity and the Ten Commandments to be His
set of rules for all time. Phase one in this war is to make
Christianity, well, sort of socially unacceptable. Something
only foolish, poor and ugly people could turn to.

We have seen how a carefully constructed campaign pretty
much made it socially unacceptable to drink and drive. For
years, there had been stringent laws against drunk driving.
They achieved little. In the end, the practice was all but
eliminated by groups allied with Mothers Against Drunk
Driving and their effective ways of changing the way
Americans thought about it.

We have seen how a carefully constructed campaign has
pretty much made it socially unacceptable to smoke. In the
face of a relentless campaign (dare one call it propaganda?),
Americans became docile and forfeited the right to make
their own decisions. Nobody was willing to stand up to the



THE SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER
Being Sunday, April 15th, 2012

8.00 AM & 9.00 AM
HOLY COMMUNION
The Epistle: I St. John 5:4-12
The Gospel: St. John 20:19-23

11.15 AM MORNING PRAYER
The Psalter: Psalm 103
The First Lesson: Isaiah 43:1-12
The Second Lesson: St. Luke 24:36-49

no-smoking tyrants Nobody even asked whether health was
sufficient grounds for freedom to be reduced. Now, entire cities
and even states have banned smoking, not only in public places
but even in privately owned restaurants.

Tyranny comes when citizens are seduced into trading
freedom for the promise of safety and security.

Considerably more intellectual energy is being pumped into
the propaganda campaign against Christianity than was ever
delivered to the anti-smoking or anti-drunk driving campaigns.
Fervent zealots of secularism are flinging themselves into this
anti-Christian war with enormous fanaticism. If they succeed,
Christianity will be driven underground, and its benign
influence on the character of America will be lost. In its place
we shall see a sinister secularism that menaces Bible believers
of all faiths. Once the voice of the Bible has been silenced, the
war on Western Civilization can begin and we shall see a long
night of barbarism descend on the West.

Without a vibrant and vital Christianity, America is doomed,
and without America, the West is doomed. Which is why I, an
Orthodox Jewish rabbi, devoted to Jewish survival, the Torah
and Israel am so terrified of American Christianity caving in.
Most of us Jews are ready to stand with you. But you must
lead. You must replace your timidity with nerve and your
diffidence with daring and determination. You are under attack.

Now is the time to resist it. RABBI DANIEL LAPIN 2006.

9 PARISH PRAYER LIST #

OUR Prayer Chain offers prayer daily for people on the
Prayer List and guests of the Joseph Richey Hospice. To
adcfl aname to the prayer list, or to the visiting list, or to join
the Prayer Chain, call the parish office at 410 560 6776.

RECOVERY: Hope, Leo, Riley, Sallie, Linda Lou, Cynthia,
Goff, Robert, Nancy, Judith, Deborah, Dorothy, Dr. Devadadson,
Thelma, Mary, Adele, Linda, Jan, Liz, Bob, Wyatt, Jim, Reta,
Sara, Tammy Sophie, Paula, Blair, Melvin, Heather, Laurie,
Diane, Don, Lynn, Helen, Katherine, Hindra, Ravi, Elizabeth,
Brian, Tracey, Edithann, Jay, Perry, Amelia, Shirley, Adrian,
Kimberly, Dean, Barb, Tanya, Jane, Brook, Val, Joseph, Joshua,
Rachel, Carl, Cal, Catherine, Sam, Ruth, Kristi, Paul, Sue, Patty,
Antonio, Ray, Lauren-Michelle, McKayla, Randy, Jack, Grace,
Fran, Carolyn, Ken, Serina, Wyatt, Bobby, Alexander, Erline,
Kathleen, Earle, Judy, William, Betty, Trisha, Peggy, Linda,
Millie, Walt, Bruce, Cienna, Tom. Leliliah, Jennifer, Miriam,
Karen, George, Eliza, Mel, John, Randy, James, Sarah, Linda,
Suzanne, Steven, Jeanne, Tammy; Ellen, Patricia, Bonnie,
Mary Ann, Christine, Dee, Brian, Barbara, Gillian, Eileen,
Matthew, Bryan, Jason, Joan, Frances, Pat, Michael, Brandon,
May, Scott, Stephen, Danny, Billy, Betty-Ann, Mildred,
D'Metrius, Laura, Stacey, Frank, Christine, John, Henry, Naomi,
Pam, Ben, Kevin, Gwen, Gloria, Lee Emily, Bruce, Regina,
Lewis, Madolin, Linda, Carol, Bernie, Charlene, Josephine,
Margaret, Jody, Sheila, Jo Anne, John, Geradine, Thomas,
Jeanne, Sister Catherine-Grace, Maxine, Ann Sharon, Dennis,
Mae, Anita, Marilyn, Lawrence,Joanne, *#Albion, Martha, Jackie,
Charles, Tony, Edward, Kim, Vivian, Doris, Carol, and Suzie.

LIGHT, STRENGTH & GUIDANCE: Aaron, Tom, Jennifer,
Brendan, Rosa, June, Anna, Jean, Garrett, Ned, Stephen, Rachel,
Robert & Renee, Lydia; Richard, Melba, Debbie, Phyllis,
Carolyn, Suzanne, Tony, Erik, Drake, Bobby, Kay & Emma,
Gillian, Beverley, Adrienn, Jhana, Marla, Matthew, Joan, David,
Laurie, Ellen, Lynn, Mildred, Sarah Lee, Susan, Kathy, Owen,
Douglas, Amy, Jo Anne, Mary, Gregory, Isabel, Bobby, Dorothy,
Darren, Scott, Rebecca, William, Charles, Joyce, Asfa, Eleanor,
Kathy, Linda, James, Barry, Ann, Evelyn, Jeanette, Elizabeth,
Virginia, Mildred, Chris, Stephen, Carol, Sandra, John, Mary,
Michael and David

ON ACTIVE SERVICE: LTC R.J. Lytle, PFC Charles E.
Heintz, IV, USA; Lt. Benjamin Schramm, USMC; Lt. Alex Bursi,
Charles Watts, USN; Capt. Charles Bursi, Lt. Col. Harry Hughes,
Major Benjamin Hawkins, British Army

¢ St Stephen’s Anglican Church <
11856 Mays Chapel Road, Timonium, MD 21093
Tel.: Office (410) 560-6776: Rectory (410) 665-1278
Web Address: ststeve.com

RECTOR: The Venerable Guy P. Hawtin
VICAR: The Rev. Rhae E. Kelley
ORGANIST & CHOIRMASTER: Adric
DIRECTOR OF PASTORAL CARE: Anne Hawkins (410-308-2771)
WEDDING CO-ORDINATOR: Anne Hawkins (410-308-2771)

SUNDAY SERVICES
8.00 am: Said Eucharist
9.00 am: Sung Eucharist (with Nursery & Church School)
11.15 am: Choral Mattins (1st Sunday: Choral Eucharist)
6.00 pm: Choral Evensong (Ist Sunday only)

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday, 6.00 pm: Evening Prayer
Friday Noon: Healing Eucharist
Saturday, 5.00 pm: Family Eucharist.

COLLECT FOR EASTER DAY &
MoNDAY IN EASTER WEEK

ALMIGHTY God, who through thine only-begotten Son
Jesus Christ hast overcome death, and opened unto us the
gate of everlasting life; We humbly beseech thee that, as
by thy special grace preventing us thou dost put into our
minds good desires, so by thy continual help we may
bring the same to good effect; through the same Jesus
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Ghost ever, one God, world without end. AMEN.

O GoD, whose blessed Son did manifest himself to his
disciples in the breaking of bread; Open, we pray thee, the
eyes of our faith, that we may behold thee in all thy works;

through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

Book of Common Prayer, Pages 163 & 166
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