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FROM THE RECTOR

“Good old” days were
“good” only in parts
THERE were a lot of things about “the good old days” that
were no good at all – medicine, for starters. Indeed, if we
were still living in the good old days, many of us wouldn’t be
living at all. We’d be dead.
This is why I find folks who hanker for the world to return
to “the good old days” before the horseless carriage and all of
the other trappings of the Industrial Revolution so thoroughly
irritating.
A world powered by the muscles of men and of horses
might, at first glance, seem far more aesthetically pleasing
than the world powered by coal, oil, the atom and the internal
combustion engine.
But don’t imagine the version of relaxed, uncomplicated
18th Century living as re-created at places like Colonial
Williamsburg gives you the full picture.
Certainly, pre-industrial New York, Boston, Baltimore and
Williamsburg were not plagued by gasoline induced air
pollution. All levels of society, however, were struggling
ineffectually to cope with the vast accumulations of horse
manure, garbage and human waste that ubiquitously befouled
their streets.
The enormous advances in public health and sanitation
over the past century and a half are among the most under
appreciated achievements of the Industrial Revolution. So
don’t for a minute buy into fantasies of going back to an
idyllic past. It never existed.
That said, there are a lot of things about the present day that
are nowhere near as good as they were in the bad old
unreconstructed days of the late Industrial era – childhood
being one of them.
I’m not talking about childhood in the years prior to the
19th Century – for in the days before the steam engine,
electricity and the internal combustion engine childhood as
we know it scarcely existed.
Back then, ordinary people were far too preoccupied with
scraping a living to indulge their children in something called
childhood. Children were simply regarded as miniature adults
with adult responsibilities.
The children of the poor were sent out to labor to augment
the family’s precarious living. The children of the middle
class were, as soon as judged able, put to learning a profitable
trade, while the children of the wealthy were clad in adult
fashion and taught the skills necessary to make a “suitable”
marriage.
By contrast, the children of the late Industrial Era enjoyed
the luxury of childhood. Education, largely free from the
greater idiocies of political correctness, equipped us to
explore the world around us. Improved public safety
encouraged our parents to grant us a degree of freedom that
enabled to enjoy discovering that world.
After school we were gone until suppertime. During
school vacations, were we gone from breakfast until supper.
In the country we prowled the hedgerows and ditches
gathering newts, frogspawn and beetles too slow to elude us.
We learned from gamekeepers, farm hands and the occasional
poacher how to snare rabbits and shoot pigeons (good eating
in Britain).
We made fireworks filled with homemade gunpowder, and,
despite dark warnings that we might be kidnapped, we hung
out with gypsies who, to our great envy, rarely washed and
never went to school.
In the town, we played ball games in the city streets,
grabbed rides behind horse drawn coal wagons and brewers
drays, and – what bliss – earned a few pennies helping the
milkman on his rounds. We went swimming in canals (not the
most sanitary of places) using water wings made from old
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kerosene cans plugged with cork and linked together with
string. Naturally, we were told never to play on the bombsites
that scarred many towns and cities. Equally naturally, we
explored them from top to bottom.
It was a childhood not without risks, but the vast majority
of us survived it unharmed. In fact, while I have only
anecdotal evidence to back the claim, I don’t think the
childhood accident rate back then was any higher than it is
today.
Compared with that sort of childhood, it seems to me that
the kids of today have a miserable time. A grandparent
recently related to me how her grandson was so anchored to
his computer that her son-in-law had to order him to play
outside.
As an outside observer, it appears to me that many
children’s lives are so intensely organized they are left with
little room to develop the own imaginations and act on their
own initiative. At the same time, other children are lavished
with material possessions but little parental attention.
One thing is striking, however, kids today have a far
shallower grounding in moral education in general and the
Christian faith in particular than children of my generation.
They don’t get it at school and many of them do not get it
either at home or at at church. Indeed, their understanding of
the world seems to be shaped more by the television and the
Internet than any information source.
The extent of that influence can be judged by the amount of
they spend with electronic media – computers, the Internet,
video games, television, i-pods, Facebook, Twitter, texting,
the telephone, etc.
My generation had only radio and latterly the television,
but, even in those days, considerable concern was expressed
about the effect the electronic media were having on familial,
social and civic life – family dinners spent in silence with
everyone glued to the radio or goggling at the television set.
By present standards, however, television viewing in those
days was thoroughly restrained. Currently, American children
between the ages of 8 and 18 spent averaged more than 10
hours a day on the various forms of electronic media – up by
some 50 percent over the past 10 years.
The consequences of abandoning the obligation to shape
the ideas and attitudes the coming generation can be seen
today’s worrisome decline in manners, morality and civic
pride among younger people. But then, this should hardly be
surprising. As the Nobel laureate Milton Friedman observed:
“If you subsidize something, you get more of it.” 	
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THE LADIES WHO LUNCH

Join us on February 15th
THE LADIES Who Lunch will be will be exploring the menu
at Liberatore’s Restaurant on Deerco Road, Timonium, at 12
Noon on Wednesday, February 15th. All St. Stephen’s ladies
and their friends are heartily welcome to join us for good
fellowship, fun and very good food. For directions and to
reserve your place call Joyce Perlberg at 410-252-2680.

 PARISH PRAYER LIST 

THE SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR
SEPTUAGESIMA

OUR Prayer Chain offers prayer daily for people on the Prayer List
and guests of the Joseph Richey Hospice. To add a name to the
prayer list, or to the visiting list, or to join the Prayer Chain, call the
parish office at 410 560 6776.

Being Sunday, February 5th, 2012

8.00 AM, 9.15 AM & 11.15 AM
HOLY COMMUNION

The Epistle: I Corinthians 9:24-27
The Gospel: St. Matthew 20:1-16
FOR YOUR MORNING PRAYER
The Psalter: Psalms 20 & 121
The First Lesson: Joshua 1:1-19
The Second Lesson: II Timothy 2:1-13
HOLY TRINITY SEMINARY

Two courses for Lent

HOLY TRINITY Seminary’s new Associate in Theological Studies
(AST) course “How to read your Bible” will meet Mondays from
7-15 PM to 9.15 PM at St. Stephen’s Church beginning February
6th and ending March 26th. The course costs $200 for students in the
program and $150 for auditors.
The course explores the fundamental principles on how to approach
God’s Word with the purpose of making all of its various kinds of
literature intelligible and meaningful in our walk with the Lord. It
will focus on methods of reading as well as offering plenty of
opportunity to work though specific biblical texts.
The Ministry Masters course deals with the subject of “Spirituality
and Modernity.” Classes will meet at Christ the King Church parish
house from 9.00 AM to 2.00 PM on the following five Saturdays:
January 21st, February 18th, March 17th, April 14th, and May 12th.
The audit fee is $150.
Students will examine various personalities who have struggled to
maintain their spirituality in the face of the challenges of Modernism
and Post-Modernism. The course begins with a general discussion of
the Enlightenment and its world view, focussing on attitudes and
ideas that have shaped Western cuture. Discussion will center on
three Christian thinkers: the Dane Soren Kirkegaard, the Russian
Vladimir Soloviev, and the Polish Pope John Paul II.
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Anna, Jean, Garrett, Ned, Stephen, Rachel, Robert & Renee, Lydia;
Richard, Melba, Debbie, Phyllis, Carolyn, Suzanne, Tony, Erik, Drake,
Bobby, Kay & Emma, Gillian, Beverley, Adrienn, Jhana, Marla,
Matthew, Joan, David, Laurie, Ellen, Lynn, Mildred, Sarah Lee, Tom,
Susan, Kathy, Owen, Douglas, Amy, Jo Anne, Mary, Gregory, Isabel,
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ON ACTIVE SERVICE: LTC R.J. Lytle, PFC Charles E. Heintz, IV,
USA; Lt. Benjamin Schramm, USMC; Lt. Alex Bursi, Charles Watts,
USN; Capt. Charles Bursi, Lt. Col. Harry Hughes, USAF.
REPOSE OF THE SOUL: Drew
FOR THOSE WHO MOURN: Erica Jongen & Family

COLLECTS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY
AFTER EPIPHANY & ST PAUL
O GOD, who knowest us to be set in the midst of so
many and great dangers, that by reason of the frailty of
our nature we cannot always stand upright; Grant to us
such strength and protection, as may support us in all
dangers, and carry us through all temptations; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN
(Book of Common Prayer, Page 114)

O GOD, who, through the preaching of the blessed
Apostle Saint Paul, hast caused the light of the Gospel
to shine throughout the world; Grant, we beseech thee,
that we, having his wonderful conversion in
remembrance, may shew forth our thankfulness unto
thee for the same, by following the holy doctrine
which he taught; through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN
(Book of Common Prayer, Page 229)
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