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The Second Sunday After Trinity, July 3rd, 2011 
 

 In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
 and of the Holy Ghost. AMEN.  

 
At first glance, it's not easy to see any 
particular relationship between today's 
Gospel reading and the lesson from St. 
Paul's First Epistle to the Corinthians 
(that is appointed for Morning Prayer). 
And at second glance, for that matter, it 
doesn't really get much easier. 
 
The gospel reading is St. Luke's account 
of Jesus' frightening parable about the 
man who threw a big dinner party and 
invited all his closest friends and 
neighbors. In his epistle, by contrast, St. 
Paul raves on about the virtues of 
Christian love – or charity as we used to 
call it before society plumbed the outer 
reaches of illiteracy.  
 
There doesn't seem to be much charity 
involved in the parable of the dinner 
party. After all, the host's friends and 
neighbors have excellent reasons for 
turning his invitation down. Every single 
excuse he was offered (acquiring a piece 
of land, buying a number of draught 
animals, getting married) carried an 
exemption from all of the obligations 

imposed by the Law of Moses, including 
military service.  
 
Jesus' listeners must have found the 
host's anger quite unreasonable. If 
anybody had a good reason for politely 
saying “no” to an invitation even to the 
poshest of dinner parties it was these 
guys. Similarly, the host's anger at the 
poor guy who turns up in his work 
clothers seems quite out of line.  
 
He was one of the poor, maimed, halt 
and dragged in from the mean streets 
and back alleys of the inner city, and 
from the tarpaper shacks in the back 
woods. It simply isn't reasonable to 
expect hillbillies and welfare bums to lay 
hands on a Joseph A. Banks tuxedo at 
short notice. The host of this party seems 
unnecessarily picky – cruel even. 
 
Compare this parable with Paul's notions 
of Christian love and they don’t seem to 
relate to each other. Paul is sweetness 
and light, while Jesus is harsh and 
uncompromising. That's an interesting 
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juxtaposition, at least from the 
perspective current theological fashion. 
 
But parables don't always illustrate 
God's nature. This one is simply explains 
how God's kingdom works. It is dealing 
with the nature of doctrine. Correct 
doctrine is helps us to understand who 
God is and what he wants of us. After 
all, if we get the wrong idea about God 
we could end up sacrificing our first 
born to him. That wouldn't get us an 
invite to dinner.  Quite to the contrary. 
 
But Jesus is telling his audience of 
scribes, Pharisees,  publicans and sinners 
is that doctrine alone isn’t enough. When 
God asks you to do something, you can't 
wriggle out of it by citing his law back 
to him. Jesus says we must not only talk 
the talk, we must also walk the walk.  
 
While ignorance about doctrine won't 
get you dropped from his guest list,  it 
won't serve as an excuse for failing to 
walk the walk. Nobody expects city 
paupers and country hicks to be doctrinal 
experts, they7 still need to walk the 
Christian walk. The guy who is not 
wearing a wedding garment is not 
walking. He's not walking the walk. 
 
The 13th Chapter of St. Paul's First 
Epistle to the Corinthians explains how 
to walk the walk. As Christians, of 
course, we should attend Church 
regularly, says Paul. Of course, we 
should do our best to spread the Gospel.   
 
Of course, we should give generously to 
those less fortunate than ourselves.  
But, alone, these are not enough. The 

thing God really wants for us is for us 
to love our fellow men. By this, he 
means we should treat everybody we 
meet as we would treat Jesus, himself.  
 
It doesn't mean we should be 
undiscerning and lavish everyone, 
indiscriminately, with money and gifts 
that they don't need and that we can ill 
afford. But it does mean that we should 
treat them with the same sort of 
consideration we show to the members 
of own families.     
 
That, in fact, is the meaning of the word 
"charity."  It means loving one's fellow 
men like family. Charity, says, Paul is 
the greatest of all the Christian virtues. 
In fact, he says, our faith is utterly 
worthless without it. It doesn't matter 
what we do for the faith – even if we 
give ourselves up to martyrdom – if it's 
done without charity we might just as 
well not have bothered.  
 
St. Peter, too, commends the virtue of 
fervent charity above all others. What's 
more, he promises us something truly 
important. If we work on cultivating the 
virtue of charity, he says, "it will cover 
"the multitude of sins." Charity, in other 
words, is money in the spiritual bank. 
 
Love is the one human quality that 
begins to approach the perfection that is 
God. If we have love, charity, the rest of 
the virtues – faith and hope included – 
will automatically follow.  AMEN. 
 
 To the Only Wise God, Our Saviour, be 

Glory and Majesty, Dominion and 
Power, Both Now and Forever.  AMEN.  


