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appointed Archbishop of Canterbury in 1532 and in May of 
1533 declared Henry’s marriage to Catherine null and void.
  Cranmer's tenure as Archbishop of Canterbury ushered in 
the first doctrinal and liturgical structures of the reformed 
Church of England. During Henry's reign he published the 
first officially authorized vernacular service, the Exhortation 
and Litany.
  When Edward came to the throne, Cranmer wrote and 
compiled the first two editions of the Book of Common 
Prayer, a complete liturgy for the English Church. 
   Before the Prayer Book was published the English Church 
had no common usage. In fact, travelers from the south of the 
country to the north could encounter a wide variety of usages 
in churches along the way. 
   The Book of Common Prayer changed all that, and,  in 
giving the faithful a common liturgy, he gave them a common 
language. Indeed, for the best part of 500 years Thomas 
Cranmer’s prayer book has been treasured not just for its 
towering spiritual expression, but as a masterly work of 
literature in its own right.
  Critics, like Dom Gregory, have criticized Cranmer’s liturgy 
in its 1552, 1558 and 1662 forms as reflecting an impaired 
understanding of the Eucharist,  It is hard to see how this can 
be so when Cranmer’s Prayer of Consecration ends with 
Christ’s own words of institution.
   How can anybody hearing the words “This is my body … 
This is my blood …” be in any doubt as to what they are 
receiving?  
  Cranmer was to serve three monarchs -- Henry VIII, his 
short-lived son Edward VI and Mary I,  Henry’s daughter by 
Catherine of Aragon. Mary ascended to the throne in July of 
1553 and four months later ordered Cranmer’s arrest along 
with four other reformers. On November 13th,,  they were 
brought to trial for treason, found guilty, and condemned to 
death by burning. 
   On March 8th, 1554, Cranmer was taken to Bocardo prison 
in Oxford where he was held in incommunicado until 
September 12th, 1555, when his second heresy trial started. 
Although it took place in England, the trial was under papal 
jurisdiction and the final verdict was to come from Rome. 
    Under cross examination, Cranmer admitted every claim 
that was made against him, but he denied any treachery, 
disobedience, or heresy. During his trial he was forced to 
witness two of his closest associates – Bishops Latimer and 
Ridley – burned at the stake. 
   A month and a half later, he learned his own fate. The pope  
deprived him of the archbishopric of Canterbury and gave 
permission to the secular authorities to carry out their 
sentence of death by burning.
   Between the time sentence was passed on him and his 
execution the frail 66-year-old was coerced into making 
several recantations of his reformist views. And he was 
ordered to make a final one from the pulpit of the University 
Church on the day of his execution.
  After a prayer and an exhortation to obey the king and 
queen, he unexpectedly deviated from the prepared script and 
renounced the recantations he had made.  His right hand, he 
declared, would be punished for signing the recantation 
documents by being burnt first. And before his captors could 
drag him from the pulpit,  he denounced the pope as Christ’s 
enemy for teaching false doctrine. 
   He was taken to the ditch outside Oxford’s city walls 
where, like Latimer and Ridley,  he was burned at the stake. 
As the flames leapt around him, he thrust his right hand into 
the heart of the fire. “Lord Jesus receive my spirit,” he 
prayed,  “I see the heavens open and Jesus standing at the 
right hand of God."  GPH
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FROM THE RECTOR 

Archbishop Cranmer is 
given a real bum rap   
ANGLICANS throughout the world should have remembered 
with gratitude and affection Archbishop Thomas Cranmer 
(July 2nd, 1489 X March 21st,1556) on June 8th.  Cranmer was 
not only one of the most courageous leaders of the English 
Reformation,  his incomparable liturgy gave the Anglo-Saxon 
world a common language.
   Use of the phrase “should have remembered with gratitude 
and affection” was quite deliberate. For the past 40 years or 
so it has been fashionable in some church circles to denigrate 
Cranmer as a nasty “protestant” radical whose Book of 
Common Prayer liturgy was designed to overthrow “catholic” 
order in English Church.
   A primary proponent of this view was Dom Gregory Dix, 
an Anglican Benedictine monk who is largely responsible for 
the current fad for celebrating the Eucharist in the westward 
position, facing the people -- which might also be seen as a 
departure from catholic order.
  Thomas Cranmer, however,  did not enjoy the luxury of 
living comfortably in the 20th Century. He was elevated to the 
archbishopric of Canterbury at time when the winds of 
reformation were whistling through Europe and the English 
were haunted by the specter of a return of the dynastic wars 
which had devastated the land a mere half century earlier.
   The root of the problem was that King Henry VIII and his 
consort, Queen Catherine of Aragon, had been unable to 
produce a male heir. Their only child was a daughter,  Mary, 
and it was common wisdom that the state of domestic and 
international discord was such that the government of 
England could not be safely entrusted to a woman.
  There was no shortage of potential claimants to the English 
throne – not only the squabbling heirs of the Plantagenet 
dynasty displaced by the Tudors, Henry’s family, but also by 
a bunch of foreigners, including the Holy Roman Emperor 
Charles V of Spain, (father of Phillip II of Armada fame). 
   Henry VIII and his advisors were convinced that the reason 
for his failure to produce an heir was that his union with 
Catherine, the widow of his elder bother, Arthur, was  
incestuous.  Henry’s father,  noted skinflint, had been 
unwilling to repay her handsome dowry and had successfully 
petitioned the pope to marry her off to Henry.
  An annulment was sought from the Roman pontiff – in 
normal circumstances a routine matter. But Charles V, the 
Holy Roman Emperor, controlled the papacy. And he was not 
only Catherine’s uncle, but had ambitions to add England to 
his substantial realm. Thus the annulment was refused.
   Henry VIII and his advisors,  desperate to avoid a renewal 
of the Wars of the Roses, cast around for an alternative 
solution.  Cranmer, a highly regarded Cambridge University 
theologian, had helped prepare the case presented to the pope. 
Ultimately, he came up with a solution. 
   First,  he sought legal opinions on the case from universities 
all over Europe. When these opinions failed to move the pope 
and his patron, Charles, he together with fellow English 
divines, advised a course that amounted to implementation of 
the Magna Carta, signed more than 300 years earlier but 
never fully enforced.
   The first and final clause of the Magna Carta declared that 
the English Church had always been independent and the 
document voided the legal maneuver by which Prince John 
had ascended to the throne.  He ceded England and its Church 
to the pope and received back the crown as a feudal vassal.  
   As an independent jurisdiction,  the English Church was free 
to render its own judgment on annulment issue. Cranmer was 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vernacular
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vernacular
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exhortation_and_Litany_(1544)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exhortation_and_Litany_(1544)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exhortation_and_Litany_(1544)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exhortation_and_Litany_(1544)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Common_Prayer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Common_Prayer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Common_Prayer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Common_Prayer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bocardo_Prison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bocardo_Prison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_Church_of_St_Mary_the_Virgin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_Church_of_St_Mary_the_Virgin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_Church_of_St_Mary_the_Virgin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_Church_of_St_Mary_the_Virgin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Reformation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Reformation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Reformation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Reformation


St. Stephen’s Anglican Church
11856 May’s Chapel Road
Timonium, MD 21093

Return Service Requested

NON-PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE 

PAID
TIMONIUM MD
PERMIT NO.181

THE SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR 
THE FEAST OF TRINITY

commonly called Trinity Sunday, June 19th, 2011
8.00 AM & 9.15 AM 

HOLY COMMUNION
 For The Epistle: Revelation 4:1-11 

The Gospel: St. John 3:1-15
11.15 AM MORNING PRAYER

The Psalter: Psalm 33
The First Lesson: Genesis 1:1-2:37
The Second Lesson: St. John 1:1-18

 St. Stephen's Anglican Church  
 11856 Mays Chapel Road, Timonium, MD 21093

Tel.: Office (410) 560-6776: Rectory (410) 665-1278
Web Address: ststeve.com.

RECTOR: The Venerable Guy P. Hawtin
VICAR: The Rev. Rhae E. Kelley

ORGANIST & CHOIRMASTER: Adric
DIRECTOR OF PASTORAL CARE: Anne Hawkins (410-308-2771)

WEDDING CO-ORDINATOR:  Anne Hawkins (410-308-2771)
SUNDAY SERVICES

  8.00am  -- Holy Communion 
9.15am -- Holy Communion 
(Nursery & Church School)
11.15am -- Morning Prayer 

(1st. Sun. of the month: Holy Communion at 11.15am)
(1st Sun. of the month: Choral Evensong at 6.00pm)

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Wednesday: 6.00pm Evening Prayer

Friday: Noon: Healing Eucharist
Saturday: 5.00 PM Family Eucharist.

COLLECTS FOR WHITSUNDAY 
& ARCHBISHOP THOMAS CRANMER 

O GOD, who as at this time didst teach the hearts of thy faithful 
people, by sending to them the light of thy Holy Spirit; Grant us 
by the same Spirit to have a right judgement in all things, and 
evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort;  through the merits of 
Christ Jesus our Saviour, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in 

the unity of the same Spirit, one God, world without end. AMEN 
  MERCIFUL God, who through the work of Archbishop 

Thomas Cranmer didst renew the worship of thy Church by 
restoring the language of the people, and through whose 
death didst reveal thy power in human weakness: Grant  

that by thy grace we may always worship thee in spirit  and 
in truth; through Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and 

Advocate, who livest and reignest with thee and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, world without end. AMEN

FROM THE PARISH CHEFS

Silly Summer Suppers
are being served again 
THE MOMENT you have all been waiting for now approaches.  
On Thursday, June 9th, the chefs of St. Stephen’s will begin the 
2011 series of “Silly Summer Suppers.
  Truth to tell, its hard to think of a less appropriate name than 
“Silly Summer Suppers” for these remarkable gastronomic 
events.  Not least, the food is absolutely scrumptious – and there 
is plenty of it.
  The only thing silly about these suppers is the price. Where 
else can you get a home-cooked entrée, dessert and salad for a 
meager $10.  Add to that soda for a buck and wine at $3 per 
glass and $5 for two.  Why not join us on Thursday evening? 
FROM THE LADIES WHO LUNCH

Please join us on June 15th
THE LADIES Who Lunch will be sampling the food at Piv’s Restaurant  
on York Road (just north of Padonia Road) Cockeysville on Wednesday, 
June 15th. As usual, we will be meeting at 12 noon, which allows plenty 
of time for leisurely studying the menu.  Why not join us for good food, 
sparkling conversation, fellowship and fun? All it takes to make your 

reservation is to lift up the phone and call me at Tel: $10-252-2680 
and say you’ll be coming.  JOYCE PERLBERG

 PARISH PRAYER LIST 
OUR Prayer Chain offers prayer daily for people on the Prayer 
List and  guests of the Joseph Richey Hospice. To add a name to 
the list,  or to the visiting list,  or to join the Prayer Chain, call the 
office at  410 560 6776.
RECOVERY: Michael, Gracie, Paula, Blair, Jim, Georgetta, Melvin, 
Noah, Mavis, Heather, Laurie, Diane, Don, Lynn, Helen, Katherine, 
Hindra, Sara, Ravi, Elizabeth, Brian, Tracey, Linda, Robert, Nancy, 
Edithann, Doris, Jay,  Perry, Amelia, Shirley, Adrian, Kimberly, Dean, 
Barb, Tanya, Jane, Brook, Val, Helen, Joseph, Joshua, Rachel, Carl, Cal, 
Catherine, Sam, Ruth, Kristi, Paul, Sue, Patty, Antonio, Lauren-Michelle, 
McKayla, Randy, Jack, Grace, Bob, Fran, Carolyn, Ken, Serina, Wyatt, 
Bobby, Alexander, Erline, Kathleen, Earle, Judy, William, Betty, Trisha, 
Peggy, Linda, Millie, Walt, Bruce, Cienna, Tracy, Tom. Leliliah, Jennifer, 
Miriam, Karen, George, Eliza, Mel, John, Randy, James, Sarah, Linda,  
Suzanne, Marian, Steven, Jeanne,  Tammy;  Ellen, Patricia,  Bonnie,  
Mary Ann,  Robert,  Christine, Dee, Brian, Barbara, Gillian, Eileen, 
Matthew, Bryan, Jason, Jane, Joan, Frances,  Pat, Michael, Ray, Leslie, 
Brandon, May, Scott, Stephen, Robert, Danny,  Billy, Betty-Ann, Mildred, 
D'Metrius, Laura, Stacey,  Frank, Alma,  Christine, John, Henry, Naomi,  
Pam, Ben, Kevin, Gwen, Gloria, Lee Emily, Elsie, Bruce, Regina, Lewis, 
Madolin, Linda, Carol, Bernie, Charlene, Josephine, Margaret, Jody, 
Sheila, Jo Anne, John, Geradine, Thomas, Jeanne, Sister Catherine-Grace, 
Maxine, Ann Sharon, Dennis, Mae, Anita, Marilyn, Lawrence, Rebecca,  
Dorothy, Joanne, Albion, Martha, Jackie, Charles, Tony, Edward,  Kim, 
Vivian and Carol.
LIGHT, STRENGTH & GUIDANCE: Rosa, June, Anna, Jean, 
Garrett,  Ned, & Stephen,  Rachel, Robert & Renee, Lydia; 
Richard, Melba, Debbie, Phyllis,  Georgetta, Carolyn, Suzanne, 
Tony, Erik, Doris, Drake, The Norris family; Gillian, Beverley, 
Adrienn, Jhana, Marla, Matthew, Joan, David, Laurie, Ellen, Lynn, 
Mildred, Sarah Lee, Tom, Susan, Kathy, Owen, Douglas, Amy, Jo 
Anne, Mary, Gregory,  Isabel, Bobby, Dorothy, Darren,  Scott, 
Rebecca, William, Charles, Joyce, Asfa, Eleanor, Kathy, Linda, 
James, Barry, Ann, Evelyn, Jeanette, Elizabeth, Virginia, Mildred, 
Chris, Stephen, Carol, Sandra, John, Mary, Michael  and David
ON ACTIVE SERVICE: Lt. Benjamin Schramm, USMC; LTC. R. J. 
Lytle, PFC Charles E. Heintz, IV, U.S. Army; Alex Bursi, US. Navy; 
Capt. Charles Bursi & LTC Harry Hughes, U.S. Air Force.
REPOSE OF THE SOUL: Jeanne Hobbs
THOSE WHO MOURN: Steven Baker and William Baker & family. 


